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Fr. Jacob Nampudakam SAC
These words of our Holy Father are lived out in full by the very man I call the Pope
Francis of Peru: Msgr. Salvadore Piñeiro, Archbishop of Ayacucho. A great friend of
the Pallottines, he is a virtuous Good Shepherd with an unfading smile, who is “truly
capable of rejoicing with those who rejoice, of weeping with those who weep, of
being close to those who are lonely or in anguish, of correcting those in error, of
consoling the afflicted, of welcoming and helping those in need” (Pope Francis
General Audience, 4 June 2014).  

The following is his homily preached at the Cathedral of Ayacucho, for the closing
Mass of St. Vincent Pallotti’s Jubilee Year celebrating the Bicentenary of his
Priestly Ordination. We express our unbounded appreciation to the Archbishop for
his admiration of our holy Founder, and his paternal guidance and support to our
missionaries.  

Thank you, Archbishop, for doing so much to make Pallotti known in your
Archdiocese and all of Peru.  

I welcome everyone to read his inspiring words.  

POPE FRANCIS
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Greetings to all of you- especially the people of Vishongo and
Vilcashuamán- who have come to join us on this day of thanksgiving
and prayer at the feet of St. Vincent Pallotti. 

How the Lord throughout history has discovered men and women
who teach us how to live the Gospel, by their love of God and
service to their brothers and sisters. 200 years ago in Rome, such
was not so easy; there was defamation against the pope, abdication,
poverty, abandonment, and sick, unattended homeless children. Yet
a young priest, who could have chosen to succeed in the field of
academics, called upon the laity to bring comfort and relief to those
who suffer. That is why we remember St. Vincent Pallotti celebrated
his first Mass 200 years ago.  

 There is still a mistaken idea that the only ones who can do
apostolate are priests and sisters. From our baptism, we all have to
be missionaries and witnesses of the Gospel. Thus the Catholic
apostolate should call the together the laity, gathering them to live
the Gospel in their families and in their world of work, so that they,
too, deliver simple messages that inspire prayer and union.  

Last Sunday we celebrated Corpus Christi, yesterday we ordained
priests, and here today we are celebrating their first Masses in their
communities. It is the Eucharist that is the source of Christian life;
that is why it is also to remember our most holy priest who 200 years
ago celebrated this sacrament; our source of life, forgiveness, and
love. 

HOMILY OF THE ARCHBISHOP OF AYACUCHO, 
MONSIGNOR SALVADOR PIÑEIRO

We have to be Eucharistic, because the Eucharist builds the church; from the Eucharist- from the altar- we have the
inspiration, the strength to live the beatitudes, which is the path of holiness.

I greatly thank the Father General for visiting me at the
Synod on the New Evangelization. "I would like to talk
with you, because you are the bishop of Peru,  and we
would like to get St. Vincent Pallotti’s word to that land.” 

I went to the General House, I sat at the table with the
brothers, but above all I prayed where the saint had
died. I asked him if I could bring his sons with me to
Peru. I told the Father General that I wanted to open
the heart of the Archdiocese, and he did not wait one
second. He sent priests, and it was not an easy area.
How beautiful are the words of Saint Vincent Pallotti,
when he said, "we must go to work where others do not
want;” a man of great vision and kindness.  
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I told him I needed it, because it was an area that had not been
served for a long time; here, in Vilcashuamán, where the Inca
Pachacútec raised his glory. They put no conditions.  
And the dear missionary sisters of India! Then and now, they
take care of the children’s home. They have left their customs,
their language and a lot more to be with us. And how beautiful it
was to listen to them when entering the mass, to sing in our
Quechua. 

May the Lord make that house in Vilcashuamán a place of
friendship, of service, of maternal love for the little ones who
need care in a special shelter. 

The Lord has blessed us over these last five years with the
presence of religious men and women inspired by St. Vincent
Pallotti; the man of the Eucharist, the priest concerned with
bringing comfort to the poor and needy. For Father Manuel and
Father Sergilson, my love and gratitude, and may the Lord bless
them both. I want to also bring our appreciation to the provincial
of Sao Paulo and the provincial of the United States. 

The saints are not adorned in the Church, they are the heroes
of the Gospel. That is why when we see their images with the
eyes of the flesh, we do so to engrave their feelings in our
hearts.  

There is Pallotti, contemplating the Cross, the great lover of
Calvary, because he knew that this Cross was present every
time he celebrated the Eucharist, every time he loved his
brothers. 
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