
BE THE 
MISSION
C H A P T E R  4 :  B E I N G  C H R I S T ,  I S  

B E I N G  Y O U ;

Y O U R  V O C A T I O N  



"O JESUS, HELP ME TO 
IMITATE YOU AS 
CLOSELY AS POSSIBLE"

PERUVIAN PALLOTTINES

No doubt, we look at the life of St. Vincent in sheer awe; perhaps 

feeling like a grain of saint in his vast ocean of holiness. 

 

Yet the very base of this mystic's life is the most simple of things: 

imitate Jesus. 

 

This was Pallotti's root; the first part of his spiritual being that 

received its dew day in and day out, hydrating his road to perfect 

sanctification. 

 

For Pallotti, the will of God is our sanctification. Thus, our vocation- 

in whatever earthly occupation the Lord calls us to- is to imitate 

Christ in every way possible. It is precisely this means of imitation in 

our daily life that we will learn in this chapter!

You have the Gospel. 

That is enough. 

"You are precious & honored in my sight"

Isaiah 43:4

After traversing 3,400 meters on Peru's mountainous roads unfit for 

errors, one will reach the Pallottine Mission of Ayacucho. 

Opened in 2014 by the Immaculate Conception Province (USA), in 

collaboration with the San Paolo Province (Brazil), it has been one of 

the most thriving missions; a result against all odds, a result of sheer 

Divine Providence. 

The mission runs the Casa Hugar Juan Pablo II, a home for abandoned 

children, as well as save a city of 800 Catholics who hadn't a priest for 

20 years. 



W.W.J.D?
WHAT WOULD JESUS 
DO?

Bible:

“If a man wishes to come after me, he must deny 

his very self, take up his cross, and begin to follow 

in my footsteps”

(Matthew 16:24)

 

“The life I live is now not my own, it is Christ living 

through me” (Galatians 5: 24-25)

 

St. Vincent Pallotti: 

"God has given us His divine Son in order that we 

may imitate Him and become similar to him. "

ZAMBIA!
January 2015:

2 Students, 1 teacher

 

October 2018:

Over 158 students, & the 

official groundbreaking 

ceremony of the construction 

of new school and sports 

complex!

 

• Archdiocese of Lusaka

• Under the Pastoral care 

of Prabhu Prakash Province, 

India

To the question, "what is my vocation?" Jesus Himself tells us: 

deny yourself,  and follow me; for happiness lies with simplicity, 

and more correctly a life of poverty freely chosen.  



Having much wealth or the best living conditions do not ensure inner joy or a 

fulfilling life; many times, such comfort can distract us from God, as the concerns of 

money- if kept only for ourselves and not helping the least of our brethren- cover the face 

of God.

 

If we are to imitate Christ, we must remember that He not only humbled Himself to become 

one of us, but He was born amongst the poorest of the poor, obedient unto death. He is 

King of the world, yet the earth still advances with its own image of kingship. 

 

Thus, when we ourselves become poor before God by means of imitating His son, it will aid 

us in understanding the mystery of the incarnation and the logic of the Cross. It is only the 

fidelity to a radical living of the Gospel- not only words or desires- but in reality that can be 

the source of life and lasting happiness. 

 

Let us look to Pope Francis' homily in 2014 to see how we can begin our journey of imitation 

in today's world. 

Jesus is not a King according to earthly ways: 

for him, to reign is not to command, but to obey 

the Father, to give himself over to the Father, so 

that his plan of love and salvation may be 

brought to fulfilment. In this way there is full 

reciprocity between the Father and the Son. 

The period of Christ’s reign is the long period of 

subjecting everything to the Son and consigning 

everything to the Father. “The last enemy to be 

destroyed is death” (1 Cor 15:26). And in the 

end, when all things will be under the 

sovereignty of Jesus, and everything, including 

HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING

23 NOVEMBER 2014

Jesus himself, will be subjected to the Father, God will be all in all (cf. 1 Cor 15:28).

 

The Gospel teaches what Jesus’ kingdom requires of us: it reminds us that closeness and 

tenderness are the rule of life for us also, and that on this basis we will be judged. This is how we 

will be judged. This is the great parable of the final judgement in Matthew 25. The King says: 

“Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me,



I was in prison and you came to me” (25:34-36). The righteous will ask him: when did we do 

all this? And he will answer them: “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of 

these my brethren, you did it to me” (Mt 25:40).

The starting point of salvation is 

not the confession of the 

sovereignty of Christ, but rather 

the imitation of Jesus’ works of 

mercy through which he brought 

about his kingdom. The one who 

accomplishes these works shows 

that he has welcomed Christ’s 

sovereignty, because he has 

opened his heart to God’s charity. 

In the twilight of life we will be 

judged on our love for, closeness 

to and tenderness towards our 

brothers and sisters. Upon this will 

depend our entry into, or exclusion 

from, the kingdom of God: our 

belonging to the one side or the 

other. Through his victory, Jesus 

has opened to us his kingdom. But 

it is for us to enter into it, 

beginning with our life now – his 

kingdom begins now – by being 

close in concrete ways to our 

brothers and sisters who ask for 

bread, clothing, acceptance, 

solidarity, catechesis. If we truly 

love them, we will be willing to 

share with them what is most 

precious to us, Jesus himself and 

his Gospel.



A MOMENT'S 
REFLECTION 

#ACTIONPOINTS

Reviewing the text of Pope Francis, how did Jesus bring about His 

kingdom?

 

How did Jesus advance His kingdom?

 

What does Jesus' kingdom require of us?



W.W.J.D?

The Saints That Gave It All Away

ASSISI 
& 

PALLOTTI 
St. Vincent Pallotti was 

greatly inspired by the life of 

St. Francis. 

 

So much so, he desired to 

become a Franciscan priest.

 

However, due to his poor 

health, his spiritual director 

advised him to become a 

Diocesan priest. 

 

While heeding his advice, he 

still wore a Franciscan habit 

to bed each night.  

... And in turn, received everything. 

 

Along with St. Vincent Pallotti, the history of our Church is filled 

with glorious stories of Saints that renounced their wealth- likely 

to the great disapproval of their parents- in order to follow a life 

of imitating our Lord in poverty. 

 

Perhaps the most famous of these that we can recall is St. 

Francis of Assisi, Italy's Patron Saint, and Pope Francis' 

namesake. The saint was a lively leader of the Italian town's 

youth until he fell seriously ill, in which he realized the emptiness 

of the life he was heralding. 

 

“Francis!" he heard in prayer, "everything you have loved and 

desired in the flesh it is your duty to despise and hate, if you wish 

to know my will. And when you have begun this, all that now 

seems sweet and lovely to you will become intolerable and bitter, 

but all that you used to avoid will turn itself to great sweetness 

and exceeding joy.”



Francis listened, and lived the Gospel so radically, so literally, 

and so incredibly, that he was canonized just two years after his 

death, and remains an inspiration for us all. 

 

If we think about others like him, we can look very closely to one 

of his first followers, St. Clare of Assisi. Born into a wealthy 

family, when she met St. Francis she immediately left all to 

follow him; cutting her hair and taking up a simple robe. She 

then formed the Poor Clares, religious sisters who live with the 

Franciscan charism.

 

Similar to St. Clare, albeit lesser known and living in the early 

20th century, is St. Katharine Drexel. An American born into high 

society, the Pope told her she should consider becoming a 

religious sister. After reconsidering her marriage proposal, she 

discerned that indeed, it was the life for her... leaving behind an 

estate worth $400 million. 

 

These three holy greats, coming well before our time, have no 

doubt influenced the Church and millions of others to live as 

Christ-like as possible. But who can we look toward today as a 

modern saint, giving up a life of comfort to mirror the life of 

Christ? 

 

St. Teresa of Calcutta. 

TAIWAN
"THE LAND OF SMILES"

Secret Eucharistic 

celebrations in China are 

not cases of the past, put 

rather hidden realities of the 

present. Hence the Mission 

of Taiwan is a great grace.

 

It was opened in 2010 by the 

Assumption of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary Province in 

India. They had no house to 

call home, but 2 dioceses to 

care for. 

 

Now, they have their first 

profession & Mission House, 

as well as renovated the 

Church, Pastoral Center, & 

parochial house.



THE LITTE SAINT 
THAT COULD 

Friends with a Pope, friends with a president, but above all, friend's with God's most beloved. 

26 August 1910 - 5 September 1997

Born Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu in the Ottoman Empire, it is said she was fascinated by the lives of 

missionaries from a young age, and at only 12, knew religious life was to be her vocation. 

 

By 18, she left to join the Sisters of Loreto as a missionary. She traveled to Ireland to learn English, 

before moving to India to begin her novitiate. She took her solemn vows on in May 1937, taking the 

name Teresa after the Little Flower of Lisieux; the Patron Saint of Missionaries. Teaching in a 

convent outside of Calcutta, she became ever more disturbed at the poverty around her. 

 

Traveling by train on 10 September 1946, she experienced her "call within a call," which changed 

the entire globe forever:

 

 "I was to leave the convent and help the poor while living among them. It was an order. To 

fail would have been to break the faith."



Thus, she removed her former habit, and began to wear what we see today: the habit of the 

Missionaries of Charity, her order approved by the Vatican in 1950. Today, her order has over 

5,000 nuns and 600 missions, operating orphanages, health institutes, schools, and caring for 

loving, cherishing, and inspiring the world's most vulnerable. 

 

All of the holiness we see, the deeds and truth which prove love, are solely a result of Mother 

Teresa choosing to imitate the life of Jesus. To see just what it took, let us read the entry into 

her journal:

Our Lord wants me to be a free nun 

covered with the poverty of the cross. 

Today I learned a good lesson. The 

poverty of the poor must be so hard 

for them. While looking for a home I 

walked and walked till my arms and 

legs ached. I thought how much they 

must ache in body and soul, looking 

for a home, food and health. Then the 

comfort of Loreto [her former order] 

came to tempt me. 'You have only to 

say the word and all that will be yours 

again,' the Tempter kept on saying ... 

Of free choice, my God, and out of 

love for you, I desire to remain and do 

whatever be your Holy will in my 

regard. I did not let a single tear 

come.



W.W.J.D?

If our vocation is Jesus,

our vocation is sanctity. 

DID YOU KNOW...

GOAL!

The call to holiness is not for the few, the proud, the elite; the 

call to holiness is for all. Christian vocation is, in essence, to 

be holy as our Heavenly Father is holy. Holiness is the 

perfection of charity. Since God is love, the one who abides in 

God, abides in love. The authentic mark of love is to give; to 

give until it hurts, to give until our souls belong to the cries of 

the poor, to give unti we know it is no longer us, but Christ living 

in us. 

 

This is holy cheerfulness. This is the joy of the Gospel. This is 

perfecting the life of your Brother. 

Pope Francis 

"'HOLINESS IS 

BOLDNESS"

But let us remember, our brother did not come to bring false 

peace;  He came to bring the Laws of our Heavenly Father amidst 

believers and unbelievers. This takes great strength, great 

courage, great perseverance! And you, missionaries, must be 

brave and bold in your pursuit of sanctification. 

Holy Gospel According to St. Luke, 12:49-53

 

Jesus said to his disciples: “I have come to set the earth on 

fire, and how I wish it were already blazing!

There is a baptism with which I must be baptized, and how 

great is my anguish until it is accomplished!

Do you think that I have come to establish peace on the 

earth? No, I tell you, but rather division.

From now on a household of five will be divided, three 

against two and two against three;

a father will be divided against his son and a son against 

his father, a mother against her daughter and a daughter 

against her mother, a mother-in-law against her daughter-

in-law and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law."



GAUDETE ET EXSULTATE  • FRANCISCUS
 

St. Jerome (347-420) summarizes this Gospel very well. He writes, 

"Christ now declares what is going to follow his preaching. Confronted with 

Christianity the whole world was divided, some opposing others. Each house 

had its unbelievers and its believers; a good war was brought along to break 

up a false peace."

What does this look like today, 2,000 years later? What #Pontifex tweeted at us! 

But Pope Francis doesn't just stop here. He tells us exaclty how to live this tweet in his 

newest Encyclical, Gaudete et Exsulate- Rejoice and Be Glad- on the everyday call to 

holiness. 

Your Mission in Christ

19. A Christian cannot think of his or her 

mission on earth without seeing it as a 

path of holiness, for “this is the will of 

God, your sanctification” (1 Thess 4:3). 

Each saint is a mission, planned by the 

Father to reflect and embody, at a 

specific moment in history, a certain 

aspect of the Gospel.

 

20. That mission has its fullest meaning in 

Christ, and can only be understood 

through him. At its core, holiness is 

experiencing, in union with Christ, the 

mysteries of his life. It consists in uniting ourselves to the Lord’s death and resurrection in a unique 

and personal way, constantly dying and rising anew with him. But it can also entail reproducing in 

our own lives various aspects of Jesus’ earthly life: his hidden life, his life in community, his closeness 

to the outcast, his poverty and other ways in which he showed his self-sacrificing love.  



The contemplation of these mysteries, as Saint Ignatius of Loyola pointed out, leads us to 

incarnate them in our choices and attitudes.[18] Because “everything in Jesus’ life was a sign 

of his mystery”, “Christ’s whole life is a revelation of the Father”,[20] “Christ’s whole life is a 

mystery of redemption”, “Christ’s whole life is a mystery of recapitulation”. “Christ enables 

us to live in him all that he himself lived, and he lives it in us”.

 21. The Father’s plan is Christ, and 

ourselves in him. In the end, it is 

Christ who loves in us, for 

“holiness is nothing other than 

charity lived to the full”. As a 

result, “the measure of our 

holiness stems from the stature 

that Christ achieves in us, to the 

extent that, by the power of the 

Holy Spirit, we model our whole 

life on his”. Every saint is a 

message which the Holy Spirit 

takes from the riches of Jesus 

Christ and gives to his people.

22. To recognize the word that the Lord wishes to speak to us through one of his saints, we do 

not need to get caught up in details, for there we might also encounter mistakes and failures. 

Not everything a saint says is completely faithful to the Gospel; not everything he or she does is 

authentic or perfect. What we need to contemplate is the totality of their life, their entire journey 

of growth in holiness, the reflection of Jesus Christ that emerges when we grasp their overall 

meaning as a person.

 

23. This is a powerful summons to all 

of us. You too need to see the 

entirety of your life as a mission. 

Try to do so by listening to God in 

prayer and recognizing the signs 

that he gives you. Always ask the 

Spirit what Jesus expects from 

you at every moment of your life 

and in every decision you must 

make, so as to discern its place in 

the mission you have received. 

Allow the Spirit to forge in you the 

personal mystery that can reflect 

Jesus Christ in today’s world. 



24. May you come to realize what that word 

is, the message of Jesus that God wants to 

speak to the world by your life. Let yourself be 

transformed. Let yourself be renewed by the 

Spirit, so that this can happen, lest you fail in 

your precious mission. The Lord will bring it to 

fulfilment despite your mistakes and missteps, 

provided that you do not abandon the path of 

love but remain ever open to his supernatural 

grace, which purifies and enlightens.

 

25. Just as you cannot understand Christ apart 

from the kingdom he came to bring, so too your 

personal mission is inseparable from the 

building of that kingdom: “Strive first for the 

kingdom of God and his righteousness” (Mt 6:33). Your identification with Christ and his will 

involves a commitment to build with him that kingdom of love, justice and universal peace. Christ 

himself wants to experience this with you, in all the efforts and sacrifices that it entails, but also 

in all the joy and enrichment it brings. You cannot grow in holiness without committing 

yourself, body and soul, to giving your best to this endeavour.

27. Could the Holy Spirit urge us to carry out 

a mission and then ask us to abandon it, or 

not fully engage in it, so as to preserve our 

inner peace? Yet there are times when we are 

tempted to relegate pastoral engagement or 

commitment in the world to second place, as if 

these were “distractions” along the path to 

growth in holiness and interior peace. We can 

forget that “life does not have a mission, but 

is a mission”.

 

31. We need a spirit of holiness capable of 

filling both our solitude and our service, our 

personal life and our evangelizing efforts, so 

that every moment can be an expression of 

self-sacrificing love in the Lord’s eyes. In this 

way, every minute of our lives can be a step 

along the path to growth in holiness.

Pallotti runs his Roman streets for the world's 

Half Marathon for Peace



SO, ARE YOU HOLY?

 

#ACTIONPOINTS

Do you see the entirety of your life as a mission? 

 

What will you change in your daily life, so that in the very small, 

very ordinary tasks of each day, you may grow in holiness?


