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Fr. General Jacob Nampudakam writes "Beyond the Clouds"
An interview with the Pallottine Rector General on the publication of his new book 

"Beyond The Clouds" is your first personal book, in which you 

reflect on our life journey by means of flight; we all share moments 

of marvels, as well as shakes of turbulence. Metaphorically, it 

compliments the Little Flower's words when she writes, "what 

peace floods the soul when it rises above natural feelings." This 

requires detachment, a common theme of which you speak. How 

do we acquire this, so as to surpass the false icons of wealth and 

its fleeting goods that the world tells us to seek?

 

To the question, "Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 

Jesus responds, "No one is good but God alone... sell what you have, 

and follow Me." Christ Himself tells us that God is our ultimatum; the 

first and the last, the end and the beginning, the breath of love. 
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Following Jesus and detaching ourselves from what fascinates the world are synonymous; we cannot have one without the other. It's 

up to us whether we choose to answer in accordance with God's response!

 

In this same verse, Jesus also says to the young man, "you know the commandments." Here, He presents to us the state of our own 

conscience and moral awareness regarding how to live our life towards ourselves and others; especially the least of our brethren. 

When we confront the peripheries of human existence face to face, we are likely to become aware of our littleness before God.

 

For example, the other day the Ethiopian Boeing plunged from the sky, killing all 157 passengers onboard. While an airplane can give 

an illusion of absolute security, in reality, there is equally an element of absolute insecurity as well. Such awareness is not to make us 

a nervous wreck, but to help us accept our mortality and creatureliness with great humility before God. Once we arrive at such 

depth of self-awareness, the fleeting goods of a transitory earthly life will mean very little. Detachment is never negative, but rather 

an embrace of the lasting pearls of human existence.

You share with us a moment that changed your life: Christmas morning in Bolivia, where you sat with the poor children 

awaiting a biscuit from the Franciscan Friars. In their faces, you saw the injustices of humanity, and above all the Babe of 

Bethlehem born in a periphery's manger. How does contemplating the Infant Jesus transform us, and send us out as 

evangelizers?
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"What has this child done to merit such deprivation of the most basic 

necessities of life," I asked myself that day, and so many other days on 

my travels to impoverished nations. But as St. Paul VI has said, "if we 

want justice, we must work for peace;" for on the face of an innocent 

child, we see the goodness and beauty of the Prince of Peace born in a 

stable amongst animals. The Saviour of the world was born in poverty 

and piety, hence this question upon my conscience becomes all the 

more acute when we see situations where one is flooded with gifts, or 

when there is an indulgence of food amidst hungry children outside the 

window.

 

However, such living contradictions do not always strike everyone, which 

is why we must contemplate the face of Jesus. In Him we see the least 

of our brethren, and the Babe in swaddling clothes who 30 years later 

declared the Spirit of the Lord is upon Him to preach the Gospel to the 

poor. Contemplation and evangelization are synonymous.  

 

Surely, if God chose this way of being poor, there's a reason for it. In 
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fact, the poor are the blessed! This does not mean that we cannot have a decent meal or an ice cream to celebrate our successes or 

achievements. Yet all the same, there are too many people out there like the poor Lazarus. Woe to us if we choose to ignore them. 

Evangelisation is nothing but living the Gospel in its radicality. Authentic life witness does not need to be proclaimed from the house 

tops.

In Redemptoris Missio, St. John Paul II writes that "the universal call to holiness is closely linked to the universal call to 

mission." In reading your book, one will find it is a bridge connecting the saint's words. Can you explain how this is the 

case?"
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"Be holy as I am holy; go forth and spread the Gospel to all 

creation" (cf Lev 11:44, Mk 16:15). This is the mission Jesus 

entrusted to us, which is why St. Vincent Pallotti said that the 

entire life of Christ was his apostolate. Life itself is a mission, 

and its success is based upon the intensity of which we love. 

A mother is a mother not because of what she does, but 

because of her very being. A consecrated religious sister who 

lives her consecration honestly is already an evangelizer and 

missionary, even if she is not engaged in all sorts of activities. 

So let's go beyond the concept of mission as doing 

something, but rather by heeding Pope Francis' words: "I am 

a mission on this earth." 

 

Therefore, the real challenge of conversion is that of 

harmonizing my life with the Gospel values, and being holy 

wherever we find ourselves.  The completion of that mystical 

process is expressed by St.Paul in these words: "I no longer 

live but Christ lives in me" (Gal. 2:20).

"Do not b
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A recurring theme in your book is the urgency to set out on the 

mission entrusted to the baptized. Surely, "urgency" is an 

imperative embued upon the soul of all saints; we do not say to a 

hungry man, "I will come back tomorrow with food." Rather, we do 

as Jesus tells us: "give them something to eat"  (Mt 14:16, Mk 6:17).  

How do we get this across to a culture which has fallen into the 

"globalization of indifference?" (Pope Francis)

Speaking of the poor all the time can be annoying to some persons.  In fact, Pope Francis- with his continuous insistence on the 

peripheries, and communicating the plight of the poor, the persecuted, and the marginalized- has irritated a good number of 

people. Is he too much bogged down to social issues at the cost of the Gospel? Some question him. In the parable of the prodigal 

son, it's not that the Father doesn't care about the elder son; he rejoiced wholeheartedly when his lost son returned.

 

Here in Europe, the elderly people in their 70s and 80s will know what another World War would mean. A man who has gone through 

16 courses of chemotherapy will know how cancer can dehumanize a person. The mother of six children going to bed on an empty 

stomach because she distributed the little rice in her pot among her 6 children and husband will know what hunger is. I, myself, 

experienced immense joy in my childhood when I got a new pencil. 

 

In short, empathy and compassion are the hallmarks of authentic humanness. This is the meaning of the incarnation of Christ. He 

could not be indifferent to us, because He was the one who was put to the extreme rules before attempting to save us. 

 

Let's allow ourselves to be broken before we try to heal others. The rest is mere human illusion and arrogance.

Interviewer Julianne Calzonetti 
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You write that one way to measure a person's greatness is based on their universalism, as it permits them to transcend 

cultural barriers and differences. We are all called to be universal, because the Eucharist is the living flesh of universality; 

bread broken for all. How does receiving Christ's body lead us to be compassionate evangelizers in whatever our walk of 

life?
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The Body and Blood of Christ in the Eucharist are not only life-giving spiritual nourishments, but also symbols of that supreme 

sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. Jesus was lifted upon the cross as a sign of the most glorious, self-transcending love. Charity is 

boundless and infinite. Egoism closes one in. To grow in perfection means to become God-filled and love bound; over-coming the 

desires of flesh, seeking the Lord in all, which permits one to fly in the infinite blue sky. Thus, universalism and infinity are marks of 

inner freedom, of life in the Spirit. One who lives the Eucharistic life will certainly be a universal being and a compassionate self-

giver, just like the Master. For it is the Eucharist which transforms us and makes us givers of the life of God, and that is 

evangelisation.

Read Fr. Jacob's book, here!
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