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1. "WHO ARE YOU, MY
GOD, & WHO AM I
BEFORE YOU?" 

\

These words are from the innermost part of St. Vincent Pallotti's soul; 

born out of a most intense desire to love God, to seek God, to glorify 

God.  

 

It was in this unparalleled quest for holiness that God especially 

graced St. Vincent with a gift of the Holy Spirit, which sent him into 

ineffable transports of God's love.  

 

This chapter will plunge into these experiences of divine 

communication, so that with the guidance of Pallotti, our hearts may 

transcend towards the Eternal; understanding that God's love is 

without limits, without measure, and far greater than we can ever 

imagine. 

"Oh, ineffable invention of the infinite Love! Oh, Love not 

known by me! Oh, Love not reciprocated by me! Oh, Love 

infinitely outraged, abused, and despised by me! Oh, Love 

infinitely forgotten and sacrilegiously rejected by me! Oh, 

Infinite Love, make Yourself infinitely loved!" 

St. Vincent Pallotti  

 



GOD, THE INFINITE
LOVE 

Bible: 

"God is love"  

(1 Joh 4:8)

St. Vincent Pallotti: 

"Since God has created everything out of love and since He is 

moved by His infinite mercy in our favor, we should pray that we 

may know and remember the infinite love and mercy of God, the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit." ¹ 

To St. Vincent Pallotti, God is Infinite Love. 

Define this term:

In the official English dictionary, infinite is defined as: 

"immeasurably or inconceivably great or extensive." Pallotti would 

also add the word incomprehensible. This mystical enamourment 

placed our holy Founder in a state too divine for words. However, such 

transcendence in the knowledge of God never hindered St. Vincent to 

become fearful. Instead, it was rather simple: humans are mortal, 

humans are finte. We are not meant to understand the capacity of 

God's greatness.  

 

In Mary, Month of May- a book in which the Blessed Mother speaks 

through St. Vincent- he shares, "your God is a God of mysteries, a 

God unfathomable in His wondrous works. Indeed, if you could fully 

comprehend His nature and His ways He would no longer be God."² 
 

SVP FACT #1: "I never heard that when he was small he was in any way impertinent, 

that he annoyed his brothers or his parents." ³ 

From an early age, St. Vincent Pallotti- like many of other great saints- showed extraordinary signs 

of holiness. So much so he was even nicknamed "santerello," or, "little saint." 

 

"At the age of three, he is supposed to have exclaimed, looking at an image of Our Lady, "O, my 

Mother, make me good!' This seems to have been his morning prayer. When he was nine, he slept on 

a hard, straw-stuffed divan with a block of wood that served as a pillow, but at night would slip out 

of his bed and sleep on the floor... [he also] set up little altars at home." 



These most pure words of Mary exemplify that God is so supreme we can do nothing but love Him 

even more. If His love is so deep, that means His mercy is equally as deep! Thus for Vincent, 

Infinite Love and Mercy go hand in hand, symbolizing one of Heaven's greatest beauties:  

  

 

 

God is a loving Father.

At every moment, of every day, He wishes for us only beautiful things; which is why He created the 

world as so.   

"He has given us light, so that we may aspire thereby to understand and contemplate forever that 

Inaccessible Light, which is God.  

 

He has given us the darkness of the night, which aids our sleep after a day's work, so that we may 

prepare for the eternal rest in Heaven.  

 

He has given us sweet scents so that we may elevate our souls to the eternal sweetness of God, and in 

God.  

 

He has made different sounds, so that we may fall in love with the eternal canticles of glory in the 

splendor of the Saints.  

 

He has given us unnumerable varieties of delicious food and drink, so that we may fall in love with the 

eternal joys which are God.  

 

He has given us garments of immense varieties, so that we may seek to be clothed in all virtues which 

will prepare us to clothed with eternal glory in Heaven.  

 

He has given us riches, gold, silver, jewels, precious stones, and pearls, so that we may aspire for the 

eternal riches, are God Himself in the manifestation of His glory.  

 

All these things He has granted us in a temporary, corruptible and limited way, in order that we may 

aspire to the eternal, immortal, infinite, immense, and incomprehensible God Himself. " 

(God The Infinite Love, pg. 19)



"Oh my God, my faith teaches me that You are Infinite Goodness, 

and as such You are infinitely diffusive. From all eternity with infinite 

goodness and mercy, You have decreed the ineffable work of the 

world's creation. 

 

And you have done this in order to give Yourself to Your creatures. 

You who are eternal, infinite, immense, incomprehensible. 

 

Ah my God, my faith teaches me that You have executed the loving 

decree of creation and that before the creation of man, You had 

created the heavens and the earth. 

 

You have created the Angels to assist men in their needs of body 

and soul. 

 

You have created all visible things for the service of men, so that 

they may be provided with everything necessary for their present life 

and may use it to achieve their ultimate goal. 

 

My God, You have seen from all eternity how few are those who 

have come to know Your infinite love... But your infinite love is 

infinitely merciful! Your Love has triumphed! That is why you are 

infinitely urged to give yourself wholly to those few who want to 

receive You." 

(God The Infinite Love, pg. 2)

As it be so, then God created all things out of love for us! We have 

no great merit to receive it, yet it is given to us freely and infinitely. 

PAUSE!  
BREATHE IN GOD, BREATHE OUT GOD. 

Reflection with St. Vincent:

"How well have you recognized Providence and the Mercy of God in all things? 

 

How well did you thank God for everything?"



As these words were written in the mid-1800s, one might wonder how they run parallel to the 

times of today. While St. Vincent Pallotti has always been considered a forerunner in the 

Church's mission, it appears Pope Francis has met his match with the Roman Saint. The 

following excerpt shows a divine frequency between our founder and Pope Francis' pontificate.  

God up there in Heaven” but also “down here on earth” (Cf. Deuteronomy 4:39). Therefore, we 

don’t believe in a distant, indifferent entity, but, on the contrary, in the Love that created the 

universe and generated a people, was made flesh, died and rose for us, and as Holy Spirit 

transforms everything and leads to fullness. 

 

Saint Paul (Cf. Romans 8:14-17), who experienced personally this transformation wrought by the 

God-Love, communicates to us His desire to be called Father, rather “Dad,” with the total trust of 

a child that abandons himself in the arms of one who gave him life. The Holy Spirit — the Apostle 

recalls again — acts in us so that Jesus Christ isn’t reduced to a personage of the past, but that 

we feel Him close, our contemporary, and we experience the joy of being beloved children of 

God. Finally, in the Gospel the risen Lord promises to remain with us forever: “Lo, I am with you 

always, to the close of the age” (Matthew 28:20). And, in fact, thanks to this His presence and to 

the strength of His Spirit, we can carry out serenely the mission that He entrusts to us: to proclaim 

and witness His Gospel to all and thus deepen communion with Him and the joy stemming from it. 

 

Therefore, the feast of the Most Holy Trinity makes us contemplate the mystery of a God that 

creates incessantly, redeems and sanctifies, always with love and for love, and to every creature 

that receives Him, He gives the gift to reflect a ray of His beauty, goodness, and truth. He has 

always chosen to walk with humanity and forms a people that are a blessing for all the nations 

and for every person, none excluded. Therefore, the task of every baptized person is the same as 

that entrusted by Jesus to His disciples: ”Go [. . . ] and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). 

 

A task that, thinking of the meaning of the verb “baptize,” that is, “immerse,” we can translate with 

the invitation to “immerse” every human being in this ocean that is the love of God; a love that 

raises from sin, heals the wounds of the soul and gives us salvation. 

 

Angelus Address 
27 May 2018 

The Feast of the Holy Trinity 

Dear Brothers & Sisters: 

 

...Celebrate with ever renewed wonder the God- 

Love, who offers His life freely to us and asks that we 

spread it in the world. God doesn’t want so much to 

reveal to us that He exists, but, rather, that He is the 

“God with us,” who loves us, is interested in our 

personal story and takes care of each one of us, 

beginning with the littlest and the neediest. He “is 



St. Vincent's profound understanding of God's infinite love is perfectly 

in line with the Church's greatest saints and doctors. One, in 

particular, is St. Therese of Lisieux. She, like our holy Founder, 

understood that God's love is a boundless marvel; in whose tenderness 

and mercy is so great, we should rejoice in our littleness and 

imperfections. The smaller we are, the easier it is to jump into His 

arms!  

 

Lisieux's Little Flower of the Infant Jesus was so enamored by this 

beautiful gift- freely given despite our faults!- that she declared her 

vocation to be love; because love comprises all. 

St. Therese of Lisieux  
"My Vocation is Love" • A Story of a Soul

I continued my reading: "yet strive after THE 

BETTER GIFTS, and I point out to you a yet 

more excellent way'( 1 Cor 12:31; 13:1). And the 

Apostle explains how all the most PERFECT 

gifts are nothing without LOVE. That charity is 

the EXCELLENT WAY that leads most surely to 

God! 

 

Charity gave me the key to my vocation. I 

understood that if the Church had a body 

composed of different members, the most 

necessary and most noble of all could not be

lacking to it, and so I understood that the Church had a Heart and 

that this Heart was BURNING WITH LOVE! I understood it was love 

alone that made the Church's members act, that if Love ever became 

extinct, apostles would not preach the Gospel and martyrs would not

Did you know...
 While still a Cardinal in Buenos Aires, he had on his library shelf a photograph of St. Therese, 

with a vase of white roses. He told journalists, "Whenever I have a problem, ask the saint not to 

solve it, but to take it into her hands and to help me accept it and I almost always receive a 

white rose as a sign." 

 

This has continued well into his papacy; during an in-flight press conference from Sri-Lanka to 

the Philippines, he was gifted a framed medallion bearing her image. He responded, “I asked 

also for this trip that, she’d take it in hand and that she would send me a rose. But instead of a 

rose she came herself to greet me!"

Pope Francis has a special devotion to St. Therese of Lisieux.


