
BE THE
MISSION 
C H A P T E R  2 :  M E E T I N G  O U R

B R O T H E R



O JESUS, WHO ARE
YOU? 

He is a son, brother, apostle, Savior, and love's most 

beautiful sacrifice. Like His Father, He is eternal, immense, 

infinite, and incomprehensible. Pallotti, in 

accompaniment with all mystics, simultaneously experienced 

sensations of a most profound unworthiness, but also a most 

precious, tender love. These sensations heightened Vincent 

toward Heaven and holiness, by which he himself gradually 

and painfully transformed into the person of Jesus.  

 

"I hold with certainty that God will transform me into His 

eternal, infinite self. Oh infinite love, how merciful you are in 

all your attributes."¹ 
 

St. Vincent understood pain as purification; if we are to 

become Jesus, our soul must not have blemishes. In this 

incredible pursuit to imitate and become his brother, he was 

aware that Jesus divinely dwelled in him. Thus, as much as 

he could in his finite figure, he understood who Jesus was in 

the deepest, most untouched part of his heart.  

 

This special place in Pallotti's being is where this chapter 

dives, and where this chapter finds the answers to,  

O Jesus, who are you? 

"Oh, the graces, gifts, mercies and diivine communications

of Hiself and of His divine perfections... He communicated 

to me! His infinite mercy assures me that I am completed 

transformed into Him, through the infinite merits of Jesus 

Christ." ²

DID YOU KNOW... The first two photos are taken from World Youth Day 

in Brazil (2013) and Poland (2016). St. John Paul II founded WYD in 1986, after 300,000 youth said 

"yes" to his invitation to Rome in 1984, which called them to a special International Jubilee of the 

Youth on Palm Sunday in St. Peter's Square. Since being inaugurated, every 3 years millions of youth 

come together with the Pope to proclaim the Good News from the housetops! 



JESUS, OUR FIRST-BORN
BROTHER 

Bible: 

"Now we know that for those who love God all things 

work together unto good, for those who, according to

His purpose, are saints through His call. For those 

whom He has foreknown, He has also predestined to 

become conformed to the image of His son, that He 

should be the first-born among many brethren."  

(Rom. 8:27-29) 

 

St. Vincent Pallotti:  

"First-born among many brethren means that Jesus is

the first-born among all true Christians, and for this 

the Eternal Father gave Him to us." 

(God the Infinite Love, pg. 91)

In the summer of 1839, in the solitude of Camaldoli- a 

monastery set deep in Italy's mountains- St. Vincent was 

transported into one of his most divine states of grace.  

 

Here, his soul became a ship in a sea of Divine Mercy; He 

understood that whatever way it was steered by the Spirit, it 

would forever remain in this infinite ocean.  

  

Yes! Mercy was the victor to his internal combat of 

unworthiness. St. Vincent was a perpetual soldier in his life to 

overcome this; he could not understand how- drenched in our 

own sins- we could become perfect as our Heavenly Father is 

perfect.  

 

But this mercy and love explained everything to him; because in 

this, he understood Jesus was not only our Savior, but our loving 

brother. 



And in God's immense, incomprehensible love, when we receive the grace of Jesus as our 

brother, St. Vincent reminds us we unworthily receive a thousandfold more.  

"Though forsaken and rejected by us sinners, He gave us His eternal divine Son, incarnate not only as 

our Redeemer but as our first-born brother. In doing so, he vividly and sensibly rekindled in us the 

faith in that intimate, real and close supernatural kinship by which we obtain the right to become 

children of God, heirs of God and co-heirs of Jesus Christ. St. Paul beautifully expressed this truth 

when he said, "For whoever are led by the  Spirit of God, they are the sons of God... But if we are 

sons, we are heirs also; heirs indeed of God and joint heirs with Christ, provided, however, we suffer 

with Him that we may be glorified with Him" (Rom. 8, 14-17).  

 

... We are co-heirs of Our Lord Jesus Christ because He is our true first-born brother since we are 

adopted sons of God. We must therefore enjoy our heritage with our divine Saviour and first-born 

brother, Jesus Christ, through the manifestation of the glory of God, who is eternal, infinite, 

immense, and incomprehensible for all eternity.  

 

...Faith teaches me that Our Lord Jesus Christ is my first brother and since the Most Blessed Mary is 

the real mother of Jesus Christ, she is also my mother. Oh, how blessed am I! Oh, how happy I should 

be! The daughter of the eternal Father, the mother of the divine Word, the most pure spouse of the 

Holy Spirit is my mother. She is a mother who in holiness, power, wisdom, charity and flory excels all 

Saints and Angels.  

 

Moreover, I must also recall that God, having given me Jesus Christ, my first brother, has also given 

me the Saints of the New and Old Testaments as brothers; for those of the Old, Testaments are 

saved by their faith in Jesus Christ as their future Redeemer. Thus, all Prophets and Patriarchs are my 

brothers... The Holy Apostles and Evangelists, the Holy Innocents, the Blessed Martyrs, the Holy 

Pontiffs... Oh my God, I do understand! Oh, infinite and incomprehensible love, infinite mercy of my 

soul!  



Church doctor St. Augustine of Hippo (North Africa), also stressed how vital it is to 

understand that Jesus is our brother. He derives this from the Holy Gospel of St. Luke, and 

explains it to us in his sermon. 

I beg you to listen to what Christ had to say when he stretched out his hand towards his 

disciples: “Here are my mother and my brethren”; and, “whoever does the will of my Father in 

heaven is my brother and my sister and my mother” (Mt 12:49-50). Are we to take it from this that 

the Virgin Mary did not do the will of the Father, she who by faith believed, by faith 

conceived?... Indeed and indeed she did the Father's will and... consequently, blessed is Mary 

who bore her Lord in her body before she gave him birth. 

 

See if it isn't as I say. The Lord was journeying on and the crowds were following him. He did a 

work of divine power and this woman in the crowd cried out: “Blessed is the womb that bore you 

and the breasts that you sucked.” But they must not think that blessedness lay in bodily 

relationship, so what did the Lord answer? “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God 

and keep it.” There fore Mary is blessed because she “heard the word of God and kept it.” Her 

mind was filled more fully with Truth than her womb by his flesh. Christ is the truth, Christ is made 

flesh: Christ the truth is in Mary's mind, Christ made flesh is in her womb. Greater is that which is 

in her mind than that which she carried in her womb. Mary is holy. Mary is blessed indeed!... 

 

Brothers, listen very closely: you are members of Christ's body and you are the body of Christ 

(1Co 12:27)... “Whoever hears and does the will of God is my brother, and. sister, and mother”... 

We have a common heritage and Christ's heart of love would not be separated from us, though 

he is the Only-Begotten: he wouldl have us to be heirs of his Father and co-heirs with himself 

(Rm 8:17). 

While Jesus was speaking, a woman from the crowd called out and said to him, "Blessed is the 

womb that carried you and the breasts at which you nursed." 

He replied, "Rather, blessed are those who hear the word of God and observe it." 

(Luke 11:27-28). 

HOMILY OF ST. AUGUSTINE



What does it look like in our mission?

This fraternal relationship with Jesus as our brother is the very root of our Mission.  

 

By baptism, we are all sent forth to proclaim the Good News, using the Gospel as our guide. As 

St. Vincent Pallotti would say, "you have the Gospel. That is enough." In holding this Book, you are 

holding the mission to your life; a mission which seeks charity, justice, peace, and human 

development. If Jesus is our brother, then so, too, are all of those crying in the peripheries for 

help.  

 

We have received this great responsibility, because much has been given to us. If we are to follow 

it faithfully, then love must be the proof of all our actions, because "God is love." You cannot 

proclaim the life of Christ if you do not have a soul inflamed with love! With zeal! With passion!  

The missionary, put very simply, is a living image of holy love.  

 

In the Encyclical Redemptoris Missio- On the Permanent Validity of the Church's Missionary 

Mandate- written by St. Pope John Paul II, he links this intimate union with the Savior and 

missionaries.  

Missionary cooperation is rooted and lived, above all, in personal union with Christ. Only if we 

are united to him as the branches to the vine (cf. Jn 15:5) can we produce good fruit.’’ 

 

The missionary is the "universal brother," bearing in himself the Church's spirit, her openness to 

and interest in all peoples and individuals, especially the least and poorest of his brethren. 

 

An essential characteristic of missionary spirituality is intimate communion with Christ. We 

cannot understand or carry out the mission unless we refer it to Christ as the one 

who was sent to evangelize. St. Paul describes Christ's attitude: "Have this 

mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 

form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 

emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 

men. And being found in human form he humbled himself and 

became obedient unto death, even death on a cross" (Phil 2:5-8). 

 

It is precisely because he is "sent" that the missionary 

experiences the consoling presence of Christ, who is with 

 him at every moment of life - "Do not be afraid... 

for I am with you" (Acts 18:9-10) - and who 

awaits him in the heart of every 

person.

 REDEMPTORIS MISSIO 
IOANNES PAULUS PP. II 



REFLECTING WITH OUR
BROTHER

Reflecting with Pallotti 

Have you experienced Jesus as your brother?  
 

If not (yet), how will you open your heart to find Him?



THE FIRST  
APOSTLE 

Bible: 

"Therefore, holy brethren, who share in a 

heavenly call, consider Jesus, the apostle 

and high priest of our confession." 

(Hebrews 3:1) 

 

"I must announce the good news of the 

reign of God, because that is why I was 

sent" 

(Luke 4:43) 

 

St. Vincent Pallotti: 

"Our Lord Jesus Christ is the Apostle of 

the Eternal, Divine Father because He was 

sent by the Father to restore the glory of 

His majesty, which has been offended. He 

was also sent to redeem the human race 

which had been lost through Adam's sin." 

(OO CC, III, pg. 139). 

When first learning about Pallotti, one of the greatest 

fundamentals is understanding his vision of Jesus as the Apostle of 

the Eternal Father. It is in this perspective that we are called to 

live the life of our Apostolate; Jesus was sent to redeem us, thus 

He becomes our rule. 

"Become a saint. 
Become a great saint."

+ SVP +



GOD, THE INFINITE LOVE 
ST. VINCENT PALLOTTI 

As soon as God saw Adam sinning, and that in sinning of the first 

father of mankind, we had all become utterly lost and children of 

hell, moved by His infinite love and mercy, He called the disobedient 

Adam and with compassion admonished him. And, as if enamored 

of man, who is so ungrateful and miserable, so quick to forsake and 

offend God, so quick to plot his own ruin, God promises him a 

Saviour. And for the Saviour, God offers His own divine Son, Our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who became man for us in the womb of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary by virtue of the Holy Spirit. That is why St. John 

proclaimed in the Gospel, "For God so loved the world that He 

gave His only-begotten Son, that those who believe in HIm may not 

perish, but may have life everlasting" (John 3:16).  

 

A God outraged, offended, disobeyed, a God forsaken by man so 

much loved the whole human race that He gave it His only- 

begotten Son, incarnate in the purest womb of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. Thus Jesus Christ, true God and true man, in His soul, body 

and divinity is ours, complete ours. The whole life of Jesus, all His 

infinite merits, and all His most perfect virtues, are ours.  

If out of infinite love and mercy he sought to save us 

- in all of our great unworthiness- 

then it is our holy obligation to save the souls of others. 



This is what it means to be a mission. Every which way we turn souls are waiting to be 

saved; be they in the highrises of New York City, the favelas of Rio di Janerio, the 

demolished villages of Aleppo, or the slums of New Delhi. The salvation of others is the 

very reason why life was given to us.  

 

But a true missionary- if he is to really imitate the Apostle of the Eternal Father- must not 

be lukewarm! As St. Therese of Lisieux says, "you cannot be a half saint; you must be a full 

saint, or none at all!" Indeed, Pallotti would agree:

"Jesus' zeal for souls was filled with Love, Sweetness, Compassion, 

Humility, and Meekness. His Spirit was an industrious and active 

Spirit... Consider his untiring zeal, who, without rest, breath, or 

respite, would go on foot around the provinces of Galilee and 

Judea announcing the Kingdom of God from city to city, from 

village to village, from synagogue to synagogue, always seeking 

the sinners and converting them with care and with a loving and 

tender concern. Even in the performance of miracles, which cured 

and healed bodies, He always aimed at enlightening and 

converting people's souls."

Acting with such an unquenchable thirst also means that we have attained the very motto 

of St. Vincent Pallotti, taken from the words of St. Paul to the Corinthians: The Love of 

Christ impels us (2 Cor 5:4). Living in this love will render no obstacle unsurmountable, 

because God's love is far greater and more powerful than any worldly temptation or 

difficulty that we may face. 



St. John Paul II- citing again his Encyclical Redemptoris Missio- combines these two 

important points of Pallotti's Apostolic vision: Jesus, the Apostle of the Eternal Father, was 

sent out of love to save us. In turn- out of this very same love for Him- we, too, are sent 

forth with an inextinguishable flame to go forth and make disciples of all nations. 

To the question, "why mission?" we reply with the Church's faith and experience that true 

liberation consists in opening oneself to the love of Christ. In him, and only in him, are we 

set free from all alienation and doubt, from slavery to the power of sin and death. Christ is 

truly "our peace" (Eph 2:14); "the love of Christ impels us" (2 Cor 5:14), giving meaning and 

joy to our life. Mission is an issue of faith, an accurate indicator of our faith in Christ and 

his love for us. 

 

22. All the Evangelists, when they describe the risen Christ's meeting with his apostles, 

conclude with the "missionary mandate": "All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,...and lo, I am with you always, 

to the close of the age" (Mt 28:18-20; cf. Mk 16:15-18; Lk 24:46-49; Jn 20:21-23). 

This is a sending forth in the Spirit, as is clearly apparent in the Gospel of John: Christ 

sends his own into the world, just as the Father has sent him, and to this end he gives them 

the Spirit. 

 

Addressing the Father, Jesus says: "As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into 

the world" (Jn 17:18). The entire missionary sense of John's Gospel is expressed in the 

"priestly prayer": "This is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ 

whom you have sent" (Jn 17:3). The ultimate purpose of mission is to enable people to share 

in the communion which exists between the Father and the Son. This is a very important 

missionary text. It makes us understand that we are missionaries above all because of what 

we are as a Church whose innermost life is unity in love, even before we become 

missionaries in word or deed. 

 

Mission, then, is based not on human abilities, but on the power of the risen Lord. 

REDEMPTORIS MISSIO 
IOANNES PAULUS PP. II



On November 24, 2013, just 8 months after his election to the 

papacy, Pope Francis released his second encyclical: Evangelii 

Gaudium; the Joy of the Gospel. It is a beautiful and remarkable 

document that represents his pastoral legacy to the papacy. He 

emphasizes a Church that is always in mission; a Church that is 

poor and for the poor, healing the wounds of our crying brothers 

and sisters in the peripheries.  

 

Moreover, it's an encyclical that allows us to see side-by-side the 

problems with today's destructive culture of waste, verse the way 

in which Jesus calls us to live. In this way, it allows us to see how 

Pallotti's vision of Jesus as our first-born brother, and as the 

Apostle of the Eternal Father, looks in our society. 

EVANGELII GAUDIUM • THE JOY OF THE GOSPEL 
FRANCIS

269. Jesus himself is the model of 

evangelization, which brings us to the very heart 

of his people. How good it is for us to 

contemplate the closeness which he shows to 

everyone! If he speaks to someone, he looks into 

their eyes with deep love and concern: “Jesus, 

looking upon him, loved him” (Mk 10:21). We see 

how accessible he is, as he draws near the blind 

man (cf. Mk 10:46-52) and eats and drinks with 

sinners (cf. Mk 2:16) without worrying about 

being thought a glutton and a drunkard himself 

(cf. Mt 11:19). We see his sensitivity in allowing a 

sinful woman to anoint his feet (cf. Lk 7:36-50)  

and in receiving Nicodemus by night (cf. Jn 3:1-15). Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is nothing else 

than the culmination of the way he lived his entire life.  

 

264. The primary reason for evangelizing is the love of Jesus which we have received, the 

experience of salvation which urges us to ever greater love of him. What kind of love would not 

feel the need to speak of the beloved, to point him out, to make him known? If we do not feel 

an intense desire to share this love, we need to pray insistently that he will once more touch 

our hearts. We need to implore his grace daily, asking him to open our cold hearts and shake 

up our lukewarm and superficial existence. Standing before him with open hearts, letting him 

look at us, we see that gaze of love which Nathaniel glimpsed on the day when Jesus said to 

him: “I saw you under the fig tree” (Jn 1:48). How good it is to stand before a crucifix, or on our  



knees before the Blessed Sacrament, and simply to 

be in his presence! How much good it does us 

when he once more touches our lives and 

impels us to share his new life!  

 

What then happens is that “we speak of what 

we have seen and heard” (1 Jn 1:3). The best 

incentive for sharing the Gospel comes from 

contemplating it with love, lingering over its 

pages and reading it with the heart. If we 

approach it in this way, its beauty will amaze and 

constantly excite us. 

 

 

 

265. Jesus’ whole life, his way of dealing with the poor, his actions, his integrity, his simple daily 

acts of generosity, and finally his complete self-giving, is precious and reveals the mystery of his 

divine life. Whenever we encounter this anew, we become convinced that it is exactly what 

others need, even though they may not recognize it: “What therefore you worship as unknown, 

this I proclaim to you” (Acts 17:23). Sometimes we lose our enthusiasm for mission because we 

forget that the Gospel responds to our deepest needs, since we were created for what the 

Gospel offers us: friendship with Jesus and love of our brothers and sisters.

If we succeed in expressing adequately and 

with beauty the essential content of the 

Gospel, surely this message will speak to the 

deepest yearnings of people’s hearts: “The 

missionary is convinced that, through the 

working of the Spirit, there already exists in 

individuals and peoples an expectation, 

even if an unconscious one, of knowing the 

truth about God, about man, and about 

how we are to be set free from sin and 

death. The missionary’s enthusiasm in 

proclaiming Christ comes from the  

 

 

 

conviction that he is responding to that expectation”.[208] Enthusiasm for evangelization is based 

on this conviction. We have a treasure of life and love which cannot deceive, and a message 

which cannot mislead or disappoint. It penetrates to the depths of our hearts, sustaining and 

ennobling us. It is a truth which is never out of date because it reaches that part of us which 

nothing else can reach. Our infinite sadness can only be cured by an infinite love.



PRAYING WITH 
PALLOTTI

 St. Vincent Pallotti,  
Pray For Us!

Zeal for the Apostolate 

Saint Vincent, you were inflamed by love for Jesus 

and Mary. You dedicated your life to the work of 

the apostolate for the infinite glory of God, for the 

destruction of sin, and for the salvation of all.  

 

Obtain for us from God through the powerful 

intercession of the Virgin Mary, Queen of Apostles, 

hearts that glow with zeal.  

 

We wish to follow you and thus become holy and 

worthy to collaborate in defending, deepening, and 

spreading faith and love, so that soon all may 

gather in the kingdom of Christ as one flock under 

one shepherd.  

 

Amen. 


