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Remembering Fr. Frank:
The answer can be found in one word, holiness
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One month before his death, Fr. General Jacob spoke with Fr. Frank Gaetano SAC. 
Today, we share his interview. 

I receive with much sadness the news of Fr Frank Gaetano's death on

August 20, 2019.  Fr Frank was a genuinely holy priest, and hence it's

above all a moment to thank God for his person and his priestly testimony

as a Pallottine. 

 

I offered the Holy Mass for the repose of his soul in our community chapel

at Aluva, India. It was precisely one month ago when I did a brief

interview with Fr Frank in our Community of Our Lady of Grace, New

Jersey. Unfortunately, due to the holidays, we could not publish it until

today. I wish he could have read these words of gratitude before bidding

goodbye. I hope Fr Peter Sticco will refer to this interview in his funeral 
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homily, with the intentions that it may show his person and passion. 

 

His last request to me was to say one Hail Mary for him everyday, and he promised the same for me. He asked

for my blessing, and I took his blessing as well. Fr Frank Gaetano has shown us how to live our life with joy and

purpose, and how to die in dignity and peace. 

Pallottines, India

Holiness is wholeness. Holiness is harmony of life at all levels. In a word, holiness is everything.

 

Fr. Frank is a person of intense prayer. He is in perfect harmony with his Creator. Even in his advanced age, the

way in which he celebrates mass radiates his holy life. Once he arrives at the altar with the help of his walking

stick, aided by his good friend- a person who has held a high position in the world- Fr. Frank follows the

liturgical prayers with precision.

One will naturally ask the question, 
"what is the secret behind his long and happy life?"

The answer can be found in one word: holiness.

Dear Confrere, you will never be forgotten. You will live forever. Rest in peace.

In July, I had a chance to stay for a few days with our community at Our

Lady of Grace Church in New Jersey, USA. Among the many good

experiences, I wish to share one: my conversation with Fr. Frank Gaetano,

97 years old and a member of our Society. Born on June 27, 1922, and

ordained priest on February 2, 1948, Fr. Frank has witnessed two World

Wars, the first American landing on the moon, and so many other

historical events. Having already celebrated 70 years a priest, he has

seen numerous popes and ecclesisial events; he is a living history.

 

Even today, he gets up at 4 am, opens the parish Church, says his

prayers, then prepares and celebrates 8am Mass. He never forgets to put

on the music for the parrots.

Breakfast, lunch, and dinner are all eaten at the same hour, in the same

fashion, after all these years; surely assisting his lucid mind, near perfect

memory, and good physical health. What fascinates anyone about this

faithful man is his serenity, gentleness, and humanity; he never speaks too

much, and effortlessly radiates peace.

When asked what qualities would make a good priest, the answer was that the call of a priest is
to be an exemplary servant of God for his flock.

This is all something we long for: to live with with tranquility, a good well-

being, and inner joy until the moment of our departure.

Fr. Jacob's Interview
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The priest must listen, welcome, and care for the people so much so that they feel attracted to him. It’s not

easy, but it’s his mission. Fr. Frank regrets that he is not able to reach out to people as before. But let us not

forget the words of our Founder’s prayer to Queen of the Apostles: “and if a time should come I shall no longer

be able to labour for this end, I will never cease to pray that there may be one fold and one shepherd. And

thus I hope to arrive in paradise and enjoy the fruits the Apostolate of Jesus Christ for all eternity. Amen.”

Pallottines, India

The life of sacrifice and mortifications of our Founder, St. Vincent Pallotti,

has always attracted Fr. Frank. Something the young generation today 

So, then, what is the secret of a long and happy life? This is something personal, says Fr. Frank.

hardly understands and accepts. Which, as the Holy Father says, “is a tremendous corruption disguised as a

good...this stifling worldliness can only be healed by breathing in the pure air of the Holy Spirit who frees us

from self-centeredness cloaked in an outward religiosity bereft of God.”

He repeatedly said the Gospel passage, "I have come not to condemn, but

to show mercy." Who will not make mistakes? We need to talk it over and

make friends; what point is there in burning with anger and hate? As Pope

Francis says in Evangelii Gaudium, “to pray for a person with whom I am

irritated with is a beautiful step forward in love, and an act of

evangelization. Let us do it today!” The Sacrament of Reconciliation gives

the opportunity to put one's inner life in order.

God bless you Fr. Frank Gaetano SAC. The just man lives forever. 
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We cannot apply a common formula to all. Personalities are different and each person must find his own way

and rhythm in life. A certain regularity, moderation, purity of conscience, the joy of being connected to, and

caring for, people, as well as being rooted in God are all helpful. But each one discover his way, so that we

may say with St. Paul, “Not that I have already obtained this, or am already perfect; but I press on to

make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me His own” (Phil 3:12-13).”

 

Fr. Frank is also well aware that at this age, the call to return home can happen at any time, and he needs to

always be prepared for it. Indeed, he is very much ready, too. No regret, no fear. That is beautiful. Holiness of

life is a fragrance. It is like the honey to which the bees are attracted. This is the story of each saint; eternally

burning like the bush and never consumed. A holy priest, a shepherd according to the heart of Jesus, is like a

lighthouse; like the million candles lit before the Madonna of Lourdes! His mission is a flame that extends from

birth to the tomb.
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Watch a video of Fr. Frank remembering his first days joining the Pallottines

http://www.facebook.com/weareamission
http://www.twitter.com/weareamission
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=np1LpfkXOy8

