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Dear Pallottine Friends & Family,  

 

Christmas prayers from the Generalate in Rome, Italy! May this message of cheer be one of many you receive

during this most special time of year!  

 

For those who do not know me, my name is Jules, and I run Fr. General Jacob Nampudakam's Spirit-inspired

initiative We Are A Mission; a website that highlights Pallottines radically living as Jesus of the Gospel.  

 

While directed to all, it is especially geared toward the youth; inspiring them to come off of the sideline, onto the

field, and play on the squad of Christ! Of course, this also means we need training; which comes in the form of

seeing our courageous missionaries who are competing for a prize far greater than the World Cup!  

 

In seeing the success of our website, www.WeAreAMission.org, and the bi-weekly bulletins of Fr. General Jacob,

we have created this new missionary and apostolic magazine to be published on the intermittent weeks of his

writings. It will feature the content received throughout the weeks from our missionaries across the globe, as well

as other initiatives to be realized as this publication continues its transcendence!  

 

At 7, young months old, We Are A Mission has reached 63 countries, and over 50,000 people! The world is

beginning to meet the Pallottine family just as our most holy Founder would have wanted; by living as Jesus of

the Gospel, and making His rule the entirety of our life.  

 

Thank you for being part of the mission!  Together, let's always go forth.... being holy, and becoming saints. Great

saints! 

50K

Jules Calzonetti 

Running the Florence  

Marathon with St. Vincent
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Fr. General Jacob 

arrives in Zambia

"The mission of the Christian in the 

world is a mission for all, a mission 

of service, which excludes no-one; 

it requires great generosity and in 

particular the gaze and heart 

turned heavenward to invoke the 

Lord’s help. There is so much need 

for Christians who bear witness to 

the Gospel with joy in everyday life. 

The disciples, sent by Jesus, 

'returned with joy'. When we do 

this, our heart fills with joy." 

pope francis

Quick facts about the Pallottine Mission in

Zambia: 

Location: Lusaka, Zambia 

Pastoral Guidance: Prabhu Prakash, India 

Mission: St. Vincent Pallotti Catholic School 

In January 2015, St. Vincent Pallotti Catholic

School opened with 2 students & 1 teacher,

in the living room of a farmhouse.  

On October 19, 2018, it officially inaugurated

the school, which- by God's great grace- has

grown to over 150 children.
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ADVENT IN THE 
MISSIONS
TANZANIA ,  SRI  LANKA ,  PERU ,

CUBA ,  BRAZIL ,  ITALY ,

RWANDA ,  SOUTH  AFRICA ,

INDIA ,  ZAMBIA

page number 

"advent increases our hope, a hope which does not disappoint. 

the Lord never lets us down." 

Pope francis 
From Tanzania to Sri Lanka, Cuba to Brazil, South Africa to Peru,

Rwanda to Rome, India to Zambia, these are just some images of

our Pallottine Family welcoming the First & Second Sundays of

Advent; serving as living photos of hopes and dreams, joy and

excitement, as we await all the birthday of our Saviour!  

 

Angelus Address of Pope Francis 

2 December 2018 

Vatican City 

Translation: www.Zenit.org 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, good morning! 

 

Advent begins today, the liturgical season that prepares us for

Christmas, inviting us to raise our eyes and to open our heart to

welcome Jesus. During Advent we not only wait for Christmas, we

are invited to reawaken the expectation of Christ’s glorious return

— when He will return at the end of time –preparing ourselves for

the final encounter with Him with consistent and courageous

choices. We recall Christmas; we wait for Christ’s glorious return,

and also for our personal encounter — the day in which the Lord

will call us. During these four weeks we are called to come out of a

resigned and habitual way of living, and to come out nourishing

hope, nourishing  <our> dreams for a new future. This Sunday’s

Gospel (Cf. Luke 21:25-28.34-36) points in fact in this direction and

puts us on guard against letting ourselves be oppressed by an

egocentric lifestyle or by the convulsive rhythm of the days. Jesus’

words resound in a particularly incisive way: “Take heed to

yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and

drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you

suddenly like a snare. [. . . }”But watch at all times, praying” (vv.

34.36).
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Keep watch and pray: see how this time must be lived from today

until Christmas. Watch and pray. The inner sleep stems from

turning always around ourselves and remaining blocked in the

closure of our life with its problems, its joys, and its sorrows, but

always turning around ourselves. And this is tiring, this is boring,

this closes us to hope. Here we find the root of the torpor and

laziness of which the Gospel speaks. Advent invites us to a

commitment of vigilance, looking outside of ourselves, widening

our mind and heart to open ourselves to the needs of people, of

brothers, and to the desire of a new world. It’s the desire of so

many peopled, martyred by hunger, injustice <and> war. It’s the

desire of the poor, of the weak, of the abandoned. This time is

opportune to open our heart, to ask ourselves concrete questions

on how and for whom we spend our life. 

 

The second attitude to live the time of waiting for the Lord is that

of prayer. “Look up and raise your heads, because your redemption

is drawing near” (v. 28), admonishes Luke’s Gospel. It’s about rising

and praying, turning our thoughts and heart to Jesus who is about

to come. We rise when we expect something or someone. We

await Jesus; we want to wait for Him in prayer, which is closely

linked to vigilance. However, if we think of Christmas in an

atmosphere of consumerism, of seeing what I can buy to do this or

that, of worldly celebration, Jesus will pass by and we won’t meet

Him. We await Jesus and we want to wait for Him in prayer, which

is closely linked to vigilance. 

 

But what is the horizon of our prayerful waiting? It is indicated to

us in the Bible especially by the voices of the prophets.Today it’s

that of Jeremiah, who speaks harshly to the people, tried by exile

and who risk losing their identity. We Christians, who are also

People of God, risk becoming worldly and losing our identity,

rather, of “paganizing” the Christian style. Therefore, we are in need

of the Word of God who, through the prophet, announces to us:

“Behold the days are coming . . . when I will fulfill the promises I

made [. . . ]. I will cause a righteous Branch to spring forth for David;

and He shall execute justice and righteousness in the land” (33:14-

15). And that righteous Branch is Jesus, it is Jesus who comes and

whom we await. May the Virgin Mary, woman of waiting and

prayer who brings us, Jesus, help us to reinforce our hope in the

promises of Her Son Jesus, to make us experience that, through the

anguish of history, God always remains faithful and also makes use

of human errors to manifest His mercy. 



"
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"Christmas is the Feast 

Day of a child! 

So it is your Feast Day, 

too!"

St. John Paul II 

Christmas Letter to Children 

Ever green, ever giving 

tree
Our Lady of Grace Academy • New Jersey, usa 

As St. John Paul II once reminded us, even Jesus points to little children

as models for grownups! So, too, are the young ones at Our Lady of Grace

Church & Academy leading the way for our hearts to prepare him room

this Season, by their innocent joy in collecting gifts for The Giving Tree

Program.  

 

Under the pastoral guidance of Immaculate Conception Province Fr.

Peter Sticco, the students, staff, and parish members donated, wrapped,

and packaged the delivery of gifts to make children smile on Christmas

morning once again.  

 

In the final Christmas address of St. John Paul II, he spoke of the symbol

of the Christmas tree; as he was the first pontiff to place one inside the

colonnades of St. Peter's Square. The Saint said that the tree is a symbol

of the life Christ He offered us; "God's supreme gift to humanity."  

 

“In winter the evergreen becomes a sign of undying life, In general, the

tree is decorated and Christmas gifts are placed under it. The symbol is

also eloquent from a typically Christian point of view: It reminds us of the

‘tree of life,’ representation of Christ, God’s supreme gift to humanity. 

 

“The message of the Christmas tree, therefore, is that life is ‘evergreen’ if

one gives: not so much material things, but of oneself: in friendship and

sincere affection, and fraternal help and forgiveness, in shared time and

reciprocal listening.” 

 

“May Mary help us to live Christmas as an opportunity to feel the joy of

giving ourselves to brothers, especially the neediest!”  
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Y O U ' R E  
G I V E N  T H I S  

L I F E  
B E C A U S E  

Y O U ' R E  
S T R O N G  

E N O U G H  T O  
L I V E  I T .

"The only goal is the Glory of God and the 

salvation of souls"

St. Vincent Pallotti
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9 day Gospel Tour in the Himalayas

Arunachal Pradesh, India

“Look! A messenger is coming over the mountains 

with good news!” (Nahm 1:15) 

"What sight could be more pleasing to the heart of

Jesus, so inflamed for our salvation," St. Vincent Pallotti

says, "than to see a large number of people to continue-

with the means at their disposal- His divine apostolate

and thus fulfill the designs of His mercy."  

 

In Daporiojo, Arunachal Pradesh, India, Fr. Thomas PC

took members of his flock on a Gospel tour through the

Himalayan villages of India's far-northeast. They walked

from one to the other, visiting houses, praying, singing,

dancing, and offering Mass for all.  

 

While Christians in India only constitute 2.3% of the

national population (according to their most recent

census in 2011), the country's north is predominately

Christian.  

 

In this state, for example, 30% are Christian; in the

bordering state of Nagaland- where the Pallottines also

have a flourishing mission- 88% are Christian.  

 

So wherever we may be, "proclaim it on the housetops!"

(Matthew 10:27). 
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As Pope Francis said in his homily on the second World

Day of the Poor, Jesus’ disciples “make their way

traveling light, ready to leave momentary glories

behind, careful not to cling to fleeting goods. Christians

know that their homeland is elsewhere.” This is exactly

what Fr. Steven Lwebuga SAC, of Sacred Heart Catholic

Church in Nairobi, Kenya, taught the youth group of his

parish during their travels to St. Vincent Pallotti

Children’s Rehabilitation Center in Tanzania. 

 

It was a tight schedule and busy day, but as Fr. Steven

wrote, “We were overjoyed with the love, care and

complete sacrifice in the Center.  The small gifts

presented to our young brothers and sisters meant to

show our deepest love towards them! May they always

be helped and supported!” 

Kenya to Tanzania:  

The Journey of Youth!
Nairobi, Kenya/Arusha/ Siuyu, Tanzania

“INDEED, ANYONE WHO HAS TRULY EXPERIENCED GOD’S SAVING LOVE DOES NOT NEED MUCH TIME OR LENGTHY TRAINING TO 

GO OUT AND PROCLAIM THAT LOVE.” 

POPE FRANCIS
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The Rehabilitation Centre serves as a beacon of hope

for those with mild to severe physical and mental

handicaps. Without this Pallottine work of mercy, these

little ones would remain without a right to education.  

 

It opened in 2007 with only one teacher, one

classroom, and 20 students. Now, it is home to 43

students; divided amongst three groups depending on

the stage of their disability. The largest group is for the

severely intellectually impaired, of which there are 22

children. They are under the care of Fr. Tommy and Sr.

Rose, a Pallottine Missionary Sister.  

 

After the visit, Fr. Steven and his group safely returned

back to Kenya. Special prayers of thanksgiving to our

Pallottine missionary, who- involved with all ages of

youth in his parish- teaches the next generation to live

as Jesus of the Gospel!  

 

 

learn about kenya's 

mission
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"THE HARVEST IS 
ABUNDANT, BUT 
LABORERS FEW"
VOCATION  CAMPAIGN  •

PHILIPPINES

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed to bring good news to the 

poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to 

the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 

favour” (Lk 4:18-19)

Submitted by: Fr. Sarjit Xalxo, Rector, Philippines 
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We are reminded of the saying, "the harvest is abundant but the

laborers are few; so ask the Master of the harvest to send laborers

into His vineyard" (Lk 10:2). 

Our Lord asks us to pray! 

In this Spirit and with this goal, we- the Pallottines in the

Philippines- are not only praying, but also traveling around our

island of Occidental Negros to promote and seek Pallottine

vocations to serve God and His Church.  

 

Though the Philippines is a Catholic country, vocation promotion is

a very important aspect of our ministry here. Hence, when our

Diocese of Bacalod dedicated November to the month of vocations,

we took this time to really cast our nets over the boat with other

Sisters! 

 

Overall, the response was both positive and negative. Positive in the

sense that many are welcome to receive us, help us, and spending

time to promote vocations with us. Even one Mayor took us herself

to the different schools of her territory.  

 

However, the negative is that many young people today are not

responding as disciples of Jesus; who saw Jesus, left everything, and

followed Him instantly.  

 

We feel we must do more groundwork; we must take more time to

visit these places more frequently. Hence, we have already

scheduled conducting one day recollection period with the

students at the schools.  

 

While we are a Catholic country, finding vocations- at present- is a

challenge. But we also know that the Spirit will never abandon us in

our precious mission!



HARVEST FESTIVAL IN
THE HIMALAYAS
YACHULI ,  ARUNACHAL

PRADESH ,  INDIA
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"And children must listen to the wisdom of elders! 

You, young people, ought to listen to their wisdom, and talk to 

them in order to keep going, because they are your roots! They 

are the roots and you draw from these roots in order to keep 

going forward." 

Pope Francis 

Wisdom is a gift of the Holy Spirit, hence it should never be taken

for granted! In India’s northernmost state of Arunachal Pradesh-

whose border rests along China- the Yachuli Catholic Church

celebrated its annual harvest festival. Only this year, the festivities

touched further than what the eye could see; blending the

traditional practices of the Nyishi tribal people to the new

generation of today. As it is said, our own tree can only grow when

its roots are watered!  

 

Hence for the young and the elderly, the new Pallottine

missionaries and the old-timers, it was a beautiful testimony of

unity amongst the parishioners; strengthening the cooperation

amongst all, and giving the youth a chance to witness their

traditions.  

 

Shepherded by Fr. Thomas KP, “the threshing, the winnowing, and

the procession of men and women with paddy baskets slung from

their forehead, the harvest pandal, the tribal priests etc., were

among the attractions.” 

 

In the midst of rejoicing, our holy Founder also reminded us of a

most valuable lesson: “reason and experience prove that individual

efforts for good are ordinarily small, inconsistent, and short-lived

and that man’s most generous efforts cannot achieve any great

success unless they are united..” All together now! 

 



Y O U ' R E  
G I V E N  T H I S  

L I F E  
B E C A U S E  

Y O U ' R E  
S T R O N G  

E N O U G H  T O  
L I V E  I T .

"Let us love God, & let us 

not fear!"

St. Vincent Pallotti

Pallottines, Rwanda
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body and spirit! 

the sacraments of communion and confirmation  in 

argentina, peru, and south africa 

Through the seal of the Spirit conferred by Confirmation, the Christian attains his full identity and 

becomes aware of his mission in the Church and the world. “Before this grace had been conferred on you”, St 

Cyril of Jerusalem writes, “you were not sufficiently worthy of this name, but were on the way to becoming 

Christians” (Cat. Myst., III, 4: PG 33, 1092). 

St. John Paul. II

Peru:  

32 Confirmed by the Archbishop

of Ayucho, Peru  

Church: Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

Argentina:

First Holy Communion  

Church: Chapel of the Immaculate

Conception, Province of Cordoba 

South Africa:

8 Confirmed 

Church: St. Francis Xavier

Parish
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"Dear young friends,  

We must pray together and pray 

hard, that humanity, made up of 

billions of human beings, may 

become more and more the family of 

God and able to live in peace.  

St. John Paul II 

 

"kids for kids"  

from australia to congo 
riverton, australia / Keshero, congo
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"Make peace, create peace, be the example of peace.  

We need peace in this world."  

Pope Francis 

For the last three years, 11 year-old students of the Queen of Apostles Primary School in Western, Australia, have

been helping their brothers and sisters at the Flame D’Amour Orphanage, in Keshero, Democratic Republic of

Congo. The young peacemakers do it through their social justice committee called Kids for Kids, in which they

mobilize the school in fundraising efforts so as to provide whatever is most necessary for those an ocean away.  

Last year, the money collected for the orphanage was put towards buying goats, food for the goats, and

materials for building a stable. 

   

St. Vincent Pallotti, guard your youth from on high!



“GOD’S LAW IS TO ASPIRE TO THE SERVICE OF THE 

HUMAN PERSON AND OF HIS LIFE ENNOBLED IN GOD. 

MANKIND OWES THAT VOW TO THE INNUMERABLE 

SORROWING HOST OF MOTHERS, WIDOWS AND 

ORPHANS WHO HAVE SEEN THE LIGHT, THE SOLACE 

AND THE SUPPORT OF THEIR LIVES TAKEN FROM 

THEM.” 

POPE PIUS XII

“Defend the fatherless, plead for the widow” 

A Special Sunday in India’s Pallottine Parish
odisha, india 

“Learn to do good, seek justice, correct oppression, defend the the fatherless, plead for the widow” (Is 1:17); if humankind

wishes for the developmental advancement of all peoples, then we mustn’t forget those who might be stumbling on their

feet after their support was taken from them. This is what it means to be integral, a key word of Pope Francis’ pontificate,

and one that will certainly mark his pastoral legacy.  

 

On 31 August 2016, the Holy Father announced the creation of a new Vatican Department, The Dicastery of Integral Human

Development, which merged 4 major Pontifical Councils together; including Justice and Peace and Care of Migrants. Pope

Francis’ mission? To tackle "issues regarding migrants, those in need, the sick, the excluded and marginalized, the

imprisoned and the unemployed, as well as victims of armed conflict, natural disasters, and all forms of slavery and

torture.”  

 

When we read the word integral, so, too, can we read the story of an Indian Pallottine Parish in Bonaigarh, Odisha; because

they encompass Pope Francis’ mission. Prabu Prakash Church, shepherded by Fr. Rashmikant Nayak, attends to all pastoral

needs of its parishioners. One of its most precious, however, is the Program for Widows; something also unique to India’s

Pallottine Parishes.  

This week in particular, the Church held a special day for all those who have lost their husbands, conducted by Fr.

Rashmikant. As a community, all members prayed and supported them; hopefully returning joy to their faces, and

strength to their spirits.  

 

What these members also showed were how to live the Beatitudes: blessed are those who mourn, for they will be

comforted. As Pope Francis says, 
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“a person who sees things as they truly are and sympathizes with pain and sorrow is capable of touching life’s depths

and finding authentic happiness.[70] He or she is consoled, not by the world but by Jesus. Such persons are unafraid

to share in the suffering of others; they do not flee from painful situations. They discover the meaning of life by

coming to the aid of those who suffer, understanding their anguish and bringing relief. They sense that the other is

flesh of our flesh, and are not afraid to draw near, even to touch their wounds. They feel compassion for others in

such a way that all distance vanishes. In this way they can embrace Saint Paul’s exhortation: “Weep with those who

weep” (Rom 12:15). 

 

Knowing how to mourn with others: that is 

holiness.



"Good Tidings  

We Bring!"

Students of Bishop

Eustace Prep visit a

Nursing Home 

(USA)

Taiwan's little angels visit St. Joseph

Hostpial

Our Parishioners in South Africa bringing

Christmas cher to the old and sick

Christmas Ornament

fundraiser in Gdansk, Poland

for Fr. Eugene Dutkiewicz SAC

Hospice
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P A G E  4

CHRISTMAS CARDS OF THE PALLOTTINE MISSIONS
Early Christmas blessings from the Generalate in Rome! We write to you, missionaries of St. Vincent- young and old,

city dwellers and countrymen- to share with you in the joy of this most precious time of year.  

 

As St. John Paul II wrote to children in his Christmas Address of 1994, "Christmas is the feast day of a Child, of a

Newborn Baby. So it is their feast day, too! They wait impatiently for it with happiness, counting the days and even

the hours to the Holy Night of Bethlehem!" 

 

So, too, do they open our hearts; allowing us to prepare Him room in innocence, beauty, and grace. But such

wonder is not to be kept within ourselves; it is to be shared with our family, just as it was in the Holy Family!  

 

As brothers and sisters of our most holy Founder, we find ourselves in a bigger gathering than most! Though

distant by miles and kilometers- spread across 56 countries and 6 continents- we are united in Spirit, and this Spirit

we wish to make tangible through a new tradition which technology permits: Christmas Cards of the Pallottine

Missions.  

 

Each mission will be be introduced to their siblings across the world, so as to send each other- in whatever way

they wish!- a message of peace, prosperity, and goodwill. As our Rector General, Fr. Jacob Nampudakam, reminds

us, "all great humans are universal beings," and as Pallottines- and members of the Church- we must live, embrace,

and cherish this universality. 

 

Upon celebrating the birthday of our Saviour by these good tidings, each mission will then submit a photo to

beholy@weareamission.org, so that through our special Christmas bulletin, you may introduce yourselves to the

whole world.  

 

As we prepare to celebrate with those whom we will soon be virtually meeting for the first time, I hope these days

will be "joyful and peaceful for you; I hope that during them you will have a more intense experience of love; this

love must then spread to your whole community, even to the whole world, precisely through the dear children.

Love will then be able to reach those who are most in need of it, especially the suffering and the abandoned. What

joy is greater than the joy brought by love? What joy is greater than the joy which you, O Jesus, bring at Christmas

to people's hearts, and especially to the hearts of children?" (St. John Paul II)
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