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...WE MUST ONLY OPEN OUR HEARTS.  
EXCERPTS OF POPE FRANCIS' HOMILY DURING HIS APOSTOLIC VOYAGE TO THE BALTICS

Dear Friends, 
 
Let us repeat Jesus' words: 
 
 “Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest” (Mt 11:28). But let us say them in the conviction that, beyond all
our limitations and divisions, Jesus is still the reason for our being
here. We know no greater peace of mind can be found than by letting
Jesus carry our burdens. We also know that many people still do not
know him, and live in sadness and confusion.  
 
Let us ensure that love is alive, and all of us must do this! Many
people have that experience: they see that their parents no longer
love one another, that the love of newlyweds soon fades. 

Tallinn, Estonia 
25 September 2018 
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They see a lack of love in the fact that nobody
cares that they have to migrate to look for work,
or look askance at them because they are
foreigners. It might seem that love is dead, but we
know that it is not, and that we have a word to
say, a message to bring, with few words and
many actions. For you are a generation of
images, a generation of action, more than
speculation and theory. 
 
And that is how Jesus likes it, because he went
about doing good, and when dying he preferred
the striking message of the cross, rather than
mere words. We are united by our faith in Jesus,
and he is waiting for us to bring him to all those
young people whose lives are no longer
meaningful.  
 
And the risk, even for us believers, is that we lose the meaning of our lives. Let us accept together that newness that God
brings to our life, that newness that impels us to set out anew to all those places where humanity is most wounded. We will
never go alone: God comes with us; he is unafraid, “unafraid of the fringes, he himself became a fringe (cf. Phil 2:6-8; Jn
1:14).  

So if we dare to leave ourselves behind – our selfishness, our narrow-minded ideas – and go to the fringes, we will
find him there; indeed, he is already there. Jesus is already there, in the hearts of our brothers and sisters, in their
wounded flesh, in their troubles and in their profound desolation. He is already there” (Gaudete et Exsultate, 135). 

Dear young people, love is not dead! It calls us and sends us forth. It asks us only to open our hearts. Let us ask
for the apostolic strength to bring the Gospel to others – but to offer it, not impose it –and to resist the tendency

to see our Christian life as if it were a museum of memories.  

The Christian life is our life, our future, our hope! It is not a museum. May the Holy Spirit help us to contemplate history in the
light of the risen Jesus, so that the Church, so that our Churches will be able to continue to welcome the Lord’s surprises (cf.
ibid, 139), and the youthfulness, joy and beauty.  
 
The Lord surprises us because life always surprises us. Let us go forward, to meet these surprises.  
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