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The Stats
Opened: 8 December 2016

 

Parish: The Saint Vincent Pallotti Kaphatika Parish 

 

Archdiocese: Lilongwe Archdiocese

 

Pallottine Pastoral Care: Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Province, Germany 

 

Provincial: Fr. Helmut Scharler SAC

 

Missionaries: Br. Bert Meyer SAC, Fr. John SAC 

 

(All photographs taken by Br. Bert)



Four classes are learning still under 

the tree. Only three teachers are 

accommodated with their families 

at the school campus. The third, 

most of the students are sitting on 

the floor. The last challenge, 240 

boys are using four toilets which is 

not the standard of education 

policy which is one toilet to 25 

students.
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However, the challenges are many. 

Our district- Ntchisi- is found in the Central 

Region of Malawi, bordering Kasungu, Dowa 

and Nkhotakota. About half of the District is 

covered with hills, while the other half is a 

plain. 

 

As Malawi is facing Electricity crisis for some 

time; the use of charcoal has become 

paramount nowadays. This has an impact in 

deforestation, and trees are being cut at an 

alarming rate. This then negatively effects the 

rivers. They are drying so fast as the trees can 

no longer hold water. 

 

Farming and agriculture are the main 

resources of bringing in money, and the land 

is good for vegetables such as soy, beans, and 

ground nuts. 

 

There is an influx of the young ones going to 

tradition initiation known as BIG DANCE 

(Gule Wankulu). This Gule Wankulu its 

phenomenon culturally because if one is not 

initiated in this cult, one can be abducted 

and forced to be initiated. This practice 

disturbs the flow of school. For many prefer 

to join Gule Wankulu than going to school or 

church.

 

But together- with our 10,000 

Catholic parishioners- 

We Are A Mission. 



Be Holy.
Be Radical.
Photos & Information by:

Br. Bert Meyer

Past, Present, & Future

 Kaphatika, Malawi

St. Vincent-Pallotti-Parish was opened on the 

8th of December 2016, the Solemnity of the 

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. 

 

Kaphatika Parish is a child of Our Lady of 

Fatima - Mpherere Parish in Ntchisi District. 

As a district, Ntchisi had only one Parish for 

almost 78 years. the main factor being there 

are not many Catholics. The Anglican Church 

and the Church of Central Africa Presbyterian 

(CCAP) are well established in this area, and 

only later did the Catholics arrive. 

 

The Kabumba Primary School is found on the 

parish ground in Kaphatika village, and was 

founded in 1945 by Catholic missionaries. In 

1949, the school was handed over to the 

Federal Government, but in 1954, the school 

was again run by the missionaries up to 1961. 

 

Then, the school was closed due to low 

enrollment, and the students were 

transferred. 

 

In 1994, the community of Kaphatika started 

negotiations with the Ministry of Education 

officials to re-open the school. In 1996, the 

school was re-opened with classes 1 to 3 and 

120 students were admitted. After its re-

opening, several developments were done, 

such as a water integrated project which 

started in 2006. At the school, there are four 

boy’s latrines, one urinal, eight girl’s latrines, 

two urinals, and two staff toilets were 

constructed. Today we have a Full-Primary-

School (1 to 8) at Kaphatika.
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Every 
photo

tells a story

A journey through photographs
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