
P E R T H ,  
A U S T R A L I A

ON AUSTRAL IA 'S  WEST  COAST ,
PALLOTT I ' S  YOUTH ARE  KEEP ING

THE  DREAM AL IVE .

W R I T T E N  B Y  D A V I D  T H A M

B E  D I F F E R E N T .
B E  H O L Y .



AUSTRALIA'S
CATHOLIC YOUTH
APOSTOLATE

The body of the Catholic Youth
Apostolate in Australia was founded
on 15 March 2015 as a youth
ministry concept based in the
Pallottine-managed parish of Our
Lady Queen of Apostles church in
Perth, Western Australia. 
 
The pilot mission was to inspire an
experience of communion that
extended beyond attending the Mass
out of obligation, and which
impelled the laity, both young and
old, to exercise their apostolate “like
leaven, with the ardour of the spirit 

of Christ" (Apostolicam Actuositatem
2; cf. Lumen Gentium 31) in “every
activity of the Mystical Body that
aims to spread the Kingdom of God”
(CCC 864).  In this context, special
emphasis has been given to changing
outmoded mindsets within the parish
that assume the youth to be a
separate category from other adult-
dominated ministry groups of the
parish.

Apostolate refers to
the Church as “sent”
into the world.

Therefore the term Apostolate
informs our goal to replace the
outmoded parish mindsets by the
year 2020 with a more holistic
approach and culture of “co-
responsibility of all the baptised, to
revive faith and rekindle charity in
the Church and in the world, and
bring all to unity in Christ” (Gen. St. 

 

In March 2019, We
Are A Mission
traveled to Perth; 
and their love still
shines brightly in us. 

 



UAC 1).  Thus, in 2018 the youth
ministry concept began to transform
itself into its present-day form as the
Catholic Youth Apostolate when its
members started taking co-
responsibility for leading outreach
events and lay
mission/evangelisation activities
that included target audiences
beyond the local parish community.
Currently, the youth apostolate is
active in Australia, particularly in
Perth and Melbourne.
 
The Perth youth apostolate is run
entirely by a team of volunteers.  It
currently offers several youth and
parish community engagement
programs that cater to emerging and
evolving age groups, including the
Post-Confirmation program and
FAST24. All youth apostolate
activities are organised by members 

of the Youth Council led by David
Tham (chairperson), and guided by Fr
Paul Manickathan SAC (PP & male
spiritual director) and Sr Chitra
Justin OSM (female spiritual director)
respectively.

"You too, dear young
people, can be joyful
witnesses of His love,
courageous witnesses
of His Gospel,
carrying to this world
a ray of His light!"

- Pope Francis 

 

Mission in
PERTH!

 



#DEEDSANDTRUTH!

RIVERTON
YOUTH

Our youth choir- led by Ashley Almedia- is the

parish's biggest group, with about 23 active

members. In March 2019, a contemporary music

band, led by Daniel Thomas, was formed as part

of the youth choir. The purpose of the youth

music ministry is to attract participation, inspire

creativity, and rally people to participate more

fully in the Mass and at parish community

events.  There is no age limit to participation in

the Youth Choir or the yet-to-be-named music

band.

YOUTH
APOSTOLATE

ACTIVITIES

CLONTARF
OUTREACH

Created by David Tham in Dec 2017 with external

collaboration, its original purpose was to provide a

stand-in choir. Tham, recognizing the opportunity

to rekindle the Pallottine relationship with the

Aboriginal community via education,  encouraged

the local UAC & Our Lady Queen of Apostles Parish

to support the development of youth exchanges

between the Aboriginal & parish youth. On 18 Mar

2018, Our Lady Queen of Apostles Parish became

the first parish in the Perth Archdiocese to respond

and reach out to the Aboriginal students boarding

at Clontarf Aboriginal College through music and

fellowship, with Tricia Wisolith representing the

local UAC’s commitment to Aboriginal ministry, as

well as the parish’s music ministry leadership.



#DEEDSANDTRUTH!

YOUTH BIBLE
SHARING &

SCRIPTURAL
PRAYER

Led by Reshma Mathew, the purpose of this

group is to encourage youth to read the Bible and

understand how to apply the Scripture in our

lives. The group also uses Praise and Worship

(P&W) style of prayer to supplement their prayer

meetings. It is targeted at 15 year olds and older

youth, including young adults.

POST-
CONFIRMATION

The purpose of the Post-Confirmation workshop is

to train teenagers to be like “junior catechists” – to

develop the competencies to work in teams and

have both the knowledge and the confidence to

share their faith with other people, especially in

vibrant ways.  The Post-Confirmation workshops are

generally targeted at 12-14 year old teens who

have recently received the Sacrament of

Confirmation; supervised by Peter/Rhorie White,

and Ashley/Louisa Thomas. 

OUR LADY
QUEEN OF
APOSTLES

YOUTH COUNCIL

The role of the Youth Council is to develop fruitful

relationships and exchanges between the youth and

older generations within the Parish, Archdiocese,

and Australian Pallottine community. The ages of

our members range from 14-70, serving as a

training ground for future pastoral leaders!



#DEEDSANDTRUTH!

SPECIAL
PROJECT SUB-
COMMITTEES

, the Youth Council also initiates special projects

through sub-committees, which are usually

designed to engage other parish groups with

involvement in youth-initiated events; i.e. Web &

Communications team.  

FAST 24 A 24 hour fast, it was originally created in 2015 by

David Tham (Catechist) and Sherlyn Khong (Director

of Act29Mission) and introduced to Australia in

Perth on 12 Feb 2016 as a parish retreat and Lenten

rally. Its goal was to promote the Catholic

Apostolate in new ways, by engaging both older

and newer generations of parishioners in a

discovery experience of what it means to be part of

a vibrant Pallotine parish community with a mission

focus.

 

In 2017, the UAC (NCC) agreed to support the

development of FAST24 in Perth and help introduce

FAST24 to Melbourne. On 23 Feb 2018, Fr Eugene

San SAC became the first Pallottine priest to be

named as a keynote speaker at FAST24. By 2019,

Julianne Calzonetti from We Are A Mission was

flown from Rome to speak about her speak about

their calling, vocation, and missionary stories!



BE HOLY. 
EVERYWHERE YOU GO. 

WWW.WEAREAMISSION.ORG

http://www.weareamission.org/

