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BE HOLY

IN LOSING ONESELF, ONE FINDS HIMSELF

“Look! A messenger is coming over the mountains with good news!” (Nahm 1:15) Over the centuries,  Religious

Congregations have established their presence in the mountainous country of Peru; but the Pallottines just

five years. Yet in all journeys blessed by the Lord for His people, He remains outside of time; hence my words

wish to express the common challenges when undertaking missionary ventures in distant lands.  

What do you do as a Major Superior if an Archbishop, imbued with the meek and humble heart of Jesus,

pleads with you to open a mission in his diocese, because the people of God are abandoned without pastoral

care? This is the “mustard seed” of our Peruvian mission. In witnessing the Archbishop’s humility, I witnessed

the beatitudes; in witnessing his love for his sheep, I witnessed the presence of the Good Shepherd. These

acts, and his trust in God alone, humbled and impelled me to do everything to open a mission.  

Any new missionary venture requires personnel, money and an abundance of blessings from the Good Lord.

Every good Bursar or Mission Secretary will be the first ones to point out the costs involved to a Provincial or

General Superior. They caution us to be realistic and calculative.  

So what are the guiding principles when favouring which mission to open?  Certainly, the aim should not be

to take pride in being present in yet another country. It should go beyond even making our Congregation or

its charism known to a particular Local Church. There are also instances when we are tempted to go where  
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we can find vocations, guide them in their first

professions, and bring them to our own country in order

to maintain the existing structures, or look after the

elderly members.  

It is not rare that we end up trying to maintain such

structures, rather than building life-giving ones. As it is

said, only a dead fish flows with the current. Any attempt

to hang on to the status quo will only lead to our

immortality.  

We should not fear letting go of many things; for

Religious Institutes are destined to die unless they are

able to interpret and realise their spirit according to the

signs of the time. This is the meaning of creative fidelity

to our charism – without doubt, the work of the Holy

Spirit. “He who was seated on the throne said, “I am

making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down,

for these words are trustworthy and true” (Revelation

21:5). 

I would consider three primary motives for establishing

new missions: 

1. The joy of sharing the Good News of Jesus 

2. Responding to the cry of God’s people 

3. Offering the charism of a particular Institute for

building up the Mystical Body of Christ. Pope Francis

summarises these three fundamental motives in these

words: “In our day Jesus’ command to “go and make

disciples” echoes in the changing scenarios and ever new

challenges to the Church’s mission of evangelization, and

all of us are called to take part in this new missionary

“going forth”. Each Christian and every community must

discern the path that the Lord points out, but all of us are

asked to obey his call to go forth from our own comfort

zone in order to reach all the “peripheries” in need of the

light of the Gospel” (Joy of the Gospel, n.20).  

Passion for the Lord and His Good News of Salvation, as

well as the compassionate heart of Jesus for the People of

God, makes a good missionary. Our young missionaries-

priests and sisters from Brazil and India-  risking their lives

on the narrow roads and terrains on the mountains of

Peru, under the year-long chilly weather, living at a height

of 3400 meters, have shown heroic courage and

missionary zeal all these years. 

www.WeAreAMission.org

The paradox is this: 

The harder the demands of life in service

of God and His People, the greater is the

joy of the Gospel!



PALLOTTINES PURSUING JESUS' MISSION IN THE PERIPHERIES18 JUNE 2018 

www.WeAreAMission.org

We salute all such missionaries all over the world. 

 

 

Another beautiful aspect of this missionary work is that it is

done in collaboration among Pallottine priests, sisters and

laity from various countries. Interculturality and

internationality are important topics among the Religious

Institutes and Local Churches today. While there is a great

amount of openness among many, there are also persons who

place their culture and language before everything else. While

the importance of a good linguistic, cultural and pastoral

formation cannot be denied for anyone venturing into

intercultural and international collaboration, being stuck with

culture or language at the cost of the life-giving Gospel for

God’s desperately waiting people could be considered as an

antithesis to our Christian vocation and mission. 

Trust in divine providence is the hallmark of a disciple of Jesus.

He who loses himself for the cause of the Gospel, will find life

for himself and for others. This is the challenging, yet glorious

truth, that Jesus has left us to figure out.  

“A true missionary who never ceases to be a disciple, knows Jesus walks with 
him, speaks to him, breathes with him, works with him.” 

Pope Francis

A testimony from Fr. Manoel Santana SAC 

“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who

bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation” (Isaiah 52:7). For the last five years, this has been the story of our

Pallottine Mission in the Province of Vilcashuamán, Ayacucho, Peru. 

After traversing to an altitude of 3,400 meters on roads unfit for errors, we arrived not only to the

abandonment of both Churches, but to the silent cries of God’s wandering sheep, left without the presence

of a priest. Though Peru’s population is 89% Catholic, the town of Vilcashuaman had not one shepherd to

give them the sacraments, or to bring them the hope of Christ; to tell them that in their deep burdens, He

will give them rest.  
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Due to these mountainous roads, we were only able to

nurture three communities. Now, we are serving the entire

province that extends almost 4,000 km. For what seems

impossible for man, is not with God (Mark 10:27).  

Such graces were often and in abundance; no longer does

the language barrier pose a problem. We continue to

celebrate Masses in villages that have never had the

presence of a priest, administer the sacraments, and hold

feasts for the village’s patrons on their special day.  

As “it is He who reveals the profound and hidden things”

(Daniel 2:22), so too did God reveal the face of the parish that

was once hidden. How lively is the presence of the youth!

We attend schools with Masses and give classes regarding

the preparation of the Sacraments and formation. We also

started a project for teenagers named “St. Vincent Pallotti,”

where through education and sports, they come to meet

God, know the Church, and be people of good will.  

The Pallottine sisters- India’s Cenacle Sisters of the Sacred

Heart of Jesus- work at the Casa Hogar Juan Pablo II; a home

for children who have been abandoned by their parents or

suffered different forms of abuses. It is a real work of mercy.   

We also give thanks to God that we already have one young

vocation, who has started his formation in Brazil in 2017.

He’s presently continuing this in Brazil.  

We stand humbly before the Lord for all He has done, and all

He continues to do. We thank all of those who pray and

support this mission, especially the Society’s Provinces of

the Immaculate Conception and St. Paul, as well as the

Cenacle Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. May God bless

you through the holy intercession of our founder, St. Vincent

Pallotti.  

. 

POPE'S CORNER 

"A little bit of mercy  

makes the world 

less cold and more

just."


