
PRAY FOR OUR
PALLOTTINE FAMILY IN THE
WORLD'S WATERWAYS

P O P E  F R A N C I S '  S E P T E M B E R  P R A Y E R  I N T E N T I O N :  
T H E  P R O T E C T I O N  O F  T H E  O C E A N S

www.WeAreAMiss ion .org



"Let us pray this month that politicians,
scientists and economists work together
to protect the world’s seas and oceans."

The Pope's Intention:



WATCH HERE!

“OCEANS CONTAIN THE BULK OF OUR PLANET’S WATER
SUPPLY, AND ALSO MOST OF THE IMMENSE VARIETY OF LIVING
CREATURES, MANY OF WHICH ARE THREATENED FOR VARIOUS
REASONS.
 
OUR SOLIDARITY WITH THE ‘COMMON HOME’ IS BORN FROM
OUR FAITH.  CREATION IS A PROJECT OF LOVE GIVEN BY GOD
TO HUMANITY.
 
LET US PRAY THIS MONTH THAT POLITICIANS, SCIENTISTS AND
ECONOMISTS WORK TOGETHER TO PROTECT THE WORLD’S
SEAS AND OCEANS.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8HSkAhPrJTo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qSVXcirtJvY&list=PLTroqZcBkue16MMgzz9LKRp-W1biit5sp&index=2


Pallotti's Caribbean Missions



Barbados
 

Barbados' Beaches 
 
Pallotti's caribbean adventure began with the Pallottine Sisters in 1912, who were invited to Belize
by the Jesuits. Praying for their brothers in St. Vincent to join them, 100 years later, they finally did.
Our Society's Fathers from Poland's Christ the King Province arrived to this Atlantic island in 2008,
With diverse pastoral activities, the Fathers shepherd St. Dominic's Parish, both vibrant and young;
the same energetic zeal of its coastal shoreline.  Indeed, this caribbean island has one of the
world's most beautiful white sand beaches; filled with coral reefs and natural rock forms that
makes this a sure paradise on earth. Likewise, the Barbados Water Authority is very involved in the
conservation of water, closely following the regulations of the WHO. 

Pristine Creation



St. Lucia
 

Sailing through the Atlantic 
 
Invited by the Archbishop of Castries in 2012, the Pallottine Fathers of Poland's Christ the King
Province extended their caribbean mission from Barbados to St. Lucia; a pristine island located
just to the north. It is truly an island of wonder, due to the awe of its nature; a pure and true
image of God's Creation. As Pope Francis says, "from habitable land to life-giving waters, from
fruit-bearing trees to animals that share our common home, everything is dear in the eyes of
God, who offers creation to men and women as a precious gift to be preserved."

Island Time



Cayman Islands
 

Pastoring Grand Cayman 
 
The Cayman Islands are comprised of 3 islands; Grand Cayman, Little Cayman, and Cayman Brac.
Our Pallottine Fathers are on the largest, known- unsurprisingly- as Grand Cayman! The mission
was taken up in 2006, with Fr. Naveen D'Souza SAC currently the associate pastor. Fr. Suresh
Joseph SAC recently parted, after serving the community for 6 years. 
The Cayman Islands are a true marvel of nature; and its most reknowned 7 mile beach is
considered one of the caribbean's best. 

Britain's Territories in the Atlantic



Cuba
 

Solving Water Pollution 
 
For 50 years, Cuba survived US Sanctions intended to suppress Communist leader Fidel Castro. While
relations were normalized in 2014, Cuba continues to be a one-party state, as it has been since 1959.
However, such a regime has played a large role in the degradation of the environment, particularly with
regards to water and soil health. According to a study published by the University of Miami, Cuba's water
pollution and contamination have worsened, due to poorly maintained sewage networks, more wastewater
treatment plants need to be built, and "potable water service is deplorable, due to chronic insufficiencies
in chlorination and deteriorated facilities for potable water treatment."

An Island in Transition



More missions,

more water!

Pallottines across the 
Rowers of Bishop Eustace Prep, New Jersey, USA



India
 

Effects of Climate Change on Water Supply 
 
India is home to some of the world's most beautiful beaches; its southern state of Kerala- the birthplace to
many Pallottine Fathers, including our Rector General- has taken upon the nickname "God's own country."
However, due to the warming climate, India's citizens are suffering. Last year, Kerala experienced the worst
flooding in nearly a century, with the government declaring the situation as a "severe calamity of nature."
All the while in the north- including its Capital City, New Delhi- there are droughts from lack of monsoon
rain. According to a CNN report in 2019, 21 cities are expected to run out of groundwater in 2020; and
India's Central Water Commission released a statement that almost 2/3 of the country's reservoirs are
running below normal. As it stands, already 600 million people are feeling the effect. 

Floods or Droughts



Croatia
 

Graceful waterfalls upon a graceful mission 
 
Our Society's Croatian mission was founded in 1978 by Belgian Fr. Joseph Brant SAC. Part of the
German/Austrian Sacred Heart of Jesus Province, it remains a small delegature, working in two parishes.
Nonetheless, last year the Fathers celebrated their 40th year fostering the growth of our Founder's spirit.
Croatia's population is around 4 million, and 90% of which are Catholics. While pastoral needs- as
everywhere around the world- vary from place to place, what is common amongst all Croatians is their
country's natural enchantments. Once hidden from most of the world, globalized communication has
shared these splendors, and hence an increase in tourism. As more of us discover its spectacles, may we
pray unceasingly for the care of its precious Creation. 

Croatia's Charm



South Africa
 

A Mission for almost 100 years
 
Pictured above is Blyde River Canyon, located in the country's Mpumalanga Nature Reserve. Our Pallottine
Fathers arrived to this thrilling land in 1927, after being expelled from Cameroon by French colonials; albeit
Fr. Heinrich Vieter beginning the Cameroonian Catholic Church. Nonetheless, once settling in South
Africa’s Eastern Cape, the tribulations didn’t cease. Rather, it was two years of perseverance until the
Germans received a mission all their own. Though their grit is a testimony of our Founder’s words alone;
“trials are a sure sign that God is with you.” 92 years later, the mission stands across three cities and two
dioceses, and continues to press its borders outward; in 2016, the German/Austrian Province opened a
mission in Malawi, and on September 8, 2019- only days ago- 3 Malawians made their 1st profression, while
3 were ordained deacons. 

Grandeurs of South Africa



Malawi
 

Rivers are drying! 
 
While our Pallottine Mission in Kaphatika, Malawi, lays inland between Mozambique,
Tanzania, and Zambia, it has a water crisis all its own. Rivers are drying at a rapid rate,
due to the deforestation; the result of an increase use in charcoal due to an electricity
shortage. 
How does deforestation impact water levels? The roots of trees are no longer to take
in water, and release it through the foliage. 

Effects of Deforestation on Water



Australia
 

The Coral's Bleaching 
 
While our Pallottine Family is located on the West Coast in Perth, and on the Southern seaboards of the
East in Sydney and Melbourne, what cannot be ignored is what's happening in the country's northeastern
state of Queensland. The Great Barrier Reef- composed of over 2,900 individual reefs and 900 islands
reaching more than 2,300 kilometres-  has undergone extensive damage due to climate change. If we
measure this by the amount of surviving adult corals, we see the devastating effects of "bleaching;" the
coral expels algae, turning white, and hence loses it's major source of food and cannot survive. These
episodes are caused by unusual environmental changes, such as an increase in sea temperatures

Great Barrier Reef



Papua 
New Guinea
 

Turning the river red
 
Our Pallottine Fathers from Poland's Annunciation of the Lord Province are serving as missionaries
in Papau New Guinea, pastorally guiding three parishes. However, some citizens find themselves in
a grave dilemma, as a result of the government choosing economic, short-term gains which pose a
devastating effect in long-run environmental sustainability. Last March, Colombia University's Earth
Institute released an article regarding a report called "Red River;" which states that the health
impacts of one of the world's highest producing gold mines releases 14,000 tons of "tailings" per
day; turning the river red, and preventing citizens from safe and consistent access to drinking
water. 

Mining Pollution Effects on Clean Water



Philippines
 

Out of 101 million Filipinos, nine million rely on unimproved, unsafe and
unsustainable water sources and 19 million lack access to improved sanitation. 
 
Our Pallottine Family- located in Bacolod City, the capital city of the Negros Occidental
Province-  experiences this lack of fresh water daily. Walking down the streets outside
of our Formation House, unsanitary water pumps serve as the water source for the
houses without running water. 

Philippines Water & Sanitation Crisis



Hong Kong 
 

Immaculate Conception Chapel 
 
For the past 2 years- in honor of the Blessed Mother's Feast of the Immaculate
Conception- the "ICC Pilgrimage" takes place, drawing together those from different
parishes across Hong Kong. Pastorally guided by Fr. Rèmy Kurowski SAC, its purpose is
to express unity amongst the country's Catholics; a gathering which is the first of its
kind in all of Hong Kong. 

Pilgrimage with Mary



Mexico
 

Recycle & Redistribute 
 
70 km southeast of Mexico City, our Pallottine Fathers from Poland's Poznan Province pastorally tend to St. John the
Baptist Parish, as well as its Diocesan Shrine of Divine Mercy in Tenango del Aire. Yet the country's capital city-
whose inhabitants pilgrimage to these sites- will soon find itself in a harrowing predicament if the government
doesn't act to recycle and redistribute its water supply. Mexico City is sinking at an average rate of 3.2 ft every year;
as a result of the decisions made by the Spanish conquistadors. After conquering the indigenous people, by the
time Mexico City was an independent nation in 1810, it drained the surrounding lakes almost completely. Now a
densely populated city of over 8 million people, it's forced to get its water by distant lakes. Evermore, however, a
greater amount comes from the aquifer that rests under the city; and it is this aquifier that causes the city to fall
further into the ground every day. 

A sinking Mexico City 



Brazil
 

Rio de Janerio's Lack of Water Quality 
 
Rio's iconic beach- the Copacabana- known around the world for its exotic appeal, has a far less appealing reality.
During the 2016 Olympic Games, the World Health Organization released information with regards to the
recreational water quality; as not only was it a hindrance to spectators, but also those competing in water sports; i.e.
the ingestion of the rower's backsplash from their oar. WHO's report stated: "It is known that the recreational water
around Rio de Janeiro receives significant inputs of untreated sewage from the surrounding urban area, and the
microbial quality of the recreational water varies from site to site. The activity that has a significant risk of water
intake is swimming which will take place in Copacabana beach. This is a suitable location for such a practice where
the levels of Escherichia coli and enterococci in water are within the standards for primary contact recreation.

At the Copacabana



Switzerland
 

Land of the Lakes 
 
As Fr. General Jacob once said, "The most beautiful Cenacle in the Pallottine world is found in the
Swiss Province at Morschach. How great are your deeds O Lord!" Indeed,its natural wonders have
enchanted the souls of saints for centuries. When St. Therese of Lisieux traversed its mountains, she
wrote, 

Cenacle of the Alps

"When I saw all these beauties very profound thoughts came to life in my soul. I seemed
to understand already the grandeur of God and the marvels of Heaven."



USA
 

Michigan and Wisconsin 
 
While our Pallottine Fathers are in diverse parts of the United States, two midwestern
states in particular- Michigan and Wisconsin- border one of the country's greatest
natural resources. Of the 5 total Great Lakes, 4 border Michigan; Lake Supeior, Lake
Huron, Lake Erie, and Lake Michigan. In Milwaukee, Wisconsin, the Mother of God
Province rests on the shores of Lake Michigan. 

The Great Lakes 
A different look in the winter!



Canada
 

O, Canada! 
 
Our Pallottine Fathers arrived in Canada in the year 1944, 60 years after they reached
the eastern shores of the USA; and in 1990, the Union of the Catholic Apostolate was
officially inaugurated. It's a country of lakes, in which- according to the Atlas of
Canada- 31,752 span over 3 square kilometers, Of these, 561 are registered to be over
100 sq. km, and 9% of Canada's total land area is covered by freshwater. Laudato Si, O
Signore!

Lake Louise



Mozambique
 

Brazil's Pallottine Fathers and Sisters 
 
In Mozambique- a country on Africa's east coast- both our Pallottines Fathers and Sisters from Brazil bring
Jesus' light across diverse dioceses. Pallotti's daughters arrived in 1998, while his sons from Santa Maria
arrived one year later in 1999. During these recent days of September, Pope Francis visited Mozambique
during his Apostolic Voyage from the 4th to 10th. touching down in three countries; Mozambique,
Madagascar, and Mauritius. An ecological minded Holy Father, this country was among one of the most
prominent to visit with regards to climate change. Just this past August, Mozambique suffered through
Cyclone Idai, leaving over 1,000 dead. Its cause was a result of climate change, as warming seas make
natural disasters more intense. 

Cyclone Idai



Venezuela
 

When it becomes the norm for innocent civilians
 
According to 2019's "Most Corrupt Countries" report, Venezuela comes in at #9; with the majority of the
world's governments releasing no travel advisories, and in some cases removing their country's
employees. reasons for these precautions across international lines are all due to its political instability;
there are power outages, unexpected strikes, and criminal groups. However, its these reasons alone
that have contributed to the country's water crisis; nationwide blackouts have prohibited any source of
water from flowing. In a recent Washington Post article, it was 15 days before water flowed from the
faucet in the country's capital, Caracas. May we especially keep the our Pallottine family, and all people
of Venezuela in our prayers, so that the work of justice may be peace. 

Shortage of water, no shortage of corruption



Jakub Salvatti's Mission

#Pallottines



Poland
 

Pallottine Mission Foundation Jakub Salvati
 
This Polish mission foundation was formed in 2008, with 6 main goals: combat poverty,
support and promote Polish missionary work, combat illiteracy in Rwanda, reverse the
problems of Colombian street children, human development in terms of education, as
well as social solidarity in schools around the world. 
Why are they featured in Pope Francis' prayer intention? In preparation of Panama's
2019 World Youth Day, these young shipmen sailed around the world, to arrive at the
Holy Father's Latin American Port!

Sailing Around the World



Protect God's Creation. 
Pray with the Holy Father this

#SeasonOfCreation! 

#Pallottines 

www.WeAreAMission.org

http://www.weareamission.org/

