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Last week, we celebrated the first Feast Day of St. Paul VI. In today's newlsetter, we remember his words about
our holy Founder, St. Vincent Pallotti.  

Homily of His Holiness 

1 September 1963 • Frascati, Italy 

 
 

Everyone knows what the reason for this visit: to honor St.

Vincent Pallotti.

In these days, his beloved children surround themselves with profound

veneration, and try to recall the memory of life, examples, and work.

Above all, by highlighting his holiness, and by reaffirming his intentions to

imitate his examples so as to be inheritance to a new and beautiful

flowering of egregious initiatives.



B E  H O L Y  

www.WeAreAMission.org

The Saint, by striking this conscience of the laity, has brought forth new energies; he gave him the notion of his

possibilities as something good, he enriched the Christian community with a quantity of vocations not only for

the passive and quiet acceptance of faith, but for the active and militant profession of it.

 

It is interesting to examine how Vincent Pallotti had what the Saints all possess: a warning, which becomes 

painful and almost dramatic in them. At first, there is perception of evil, of needs, of shortcomings, of 

widespread infidelity to God’s mercy and grace. Many Christians continue to be passive and forgetful of the 

great call that God- with Christianity- has given the world. Pallotti perceived the emptiness, moral, and 

spiritual vacuum of his time. 

 

The Saint warns, on one hand, of this emptiness; what is needed all around. Yet on the other, he listens to the 

voice descending from Heaven with the most limpid appeal:

Pallottines, India

We are responsible for our time, for the life of our brothers; and we are 

responsible for our Christian conscience. We are responsible before 

Christ, before the Church and history; in the presence of God. Therefore, 

we are apt to restore a particular dynamism in the souls of those who und

erstand it.

 

Perhaps we often hear the tedious lamentation: But what can you do

about it? The world has always been like this... it's not possible... why

insist on struggling, in fighting emptiness so to be the idealizers of great

conquests, when the poor human is simply not able to stand up?!

St. Vincent Pallotti was a forerunner. He anticipated, almost a century in advance, the discovery that even in the
world of laymen, there is a great capacity for good.

Look, it is necessary to recompose a Christian society. We must awaken it; we are responsible! 
Tremendous, dynamic, disturbing, energetic words; and who understands it can no longer remain

 sleepless and indifferent! 

Saints rebel against this pessimistic vision, the conclusions that authorize all laziness and all the sacrifices.

The saint sees that it is possible!
That there is something hidden and can be taken out of this psychology

of the fallen man, of the fragile man, of the man accustomed to his own

weakness.The saint sees that man is redeemable, and can be re-formed

in new stature. The hero, the great, the true, cultured, good man; the

man of the new and modern society as we idealize it. He is the pioneer.

Christ's pioneer usually directs himself to those who have the normal

endowment of arousing holiness and moral forces in the world. Thus to

the clergy:it is up to us priests to be charged with the ailments that are

surrounding the human consortium, the world and the Church.

 

The Saint knows that the layman himself can become an active element.
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From within his conscience a voice rings: If I am a Christian, I must profess my fortune and my vocation. If I am

a Christian I do not have to be a negative, passive and neutral element. I must also be immense and taken into

the circulation of grace; and becoming myself- a layman- is capable not only of adhering, but of helping. 
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It can associate precisely with this ministry of salvation, but it can also constitute a great burden, risk and

duty. In fact, it is a matter of bringing- with the clergy- the Cross of the Lord in the midst of society and of

preaching Christ, who always has around him the drama of contradiction. who accepts it, who holds it, who

wants to crucify it; it's about bringing this drama into our modern world.

 

 

The laity must rise to this conscience.

It is the time of the laity; it is the hour of souls, who have understood that being Christian is a
fortune!

We do not talk about women, men of study, men of work, and even those who do not have the means of

culture and speech. Everyone has made it possible to offer a positive contribution to Christian action and

witness. Therefore, the Holy Father is happy to repeat the invitation:

 

Now, a marvel of our time is this: today the laity has awakened with moder
n culture to one of its vocations. He enthusiastically repeats: me too! I must
do something. I cannot just be a passive instrument. 

Another wonderful event: the Church hierarchy itself today calls the to 

collaborate with the laity.  It's no longer exclusive, she is not jealous- in

fact, she never has been- and her appeal is amazing! Come with me she

says- we try to coordinate ourselves, we see arousing harmonies of ideas

to be carried out. It's the hierarchy itself that wants the laity on its side to

help it. 

This, therefore, is the vocation we must gather from the presence and example of St. Vincent
Pallotti. His voice invites all good lay people to associate themselves with this higher activism of

the Church. The Church has made it possible even for children.

You, faithful! You, lay people! Come to help the work of the

Church! Come to comfort this clergy, which has become

scarce and insufficient for its vast ministry. Come and console

these seminary students who wish to vote for the Christian

apostolate. Come with your intelligence of the social needs

surrounding us, and with the genius in discovering the new

ways in which the Message of Christ can be run.

 

Come especially with this conscience that the Pope today

points out as the final exhortation of His presence. It is time to

operate, we must operate today today! Because this is the law

of the Christian conscience. When one feels a duty, one does

not say: I will do tomorrow. We must act immediately!

 



B E  H O L Y  

www.WeAreAMission.org

 Christian support must be given immediately to all these movements that surround us, which could be fatal 

for the life of our history, of the country, and have an immense need for those who become apostles for 

them! Disillusions from errors that have moved them, and still they enchant them; an apostle who can say to 

the good and generous souls of our people: not this way, but the way of Christ. The way of our Christian 

civilization, of our Catholic profession; of the recomposition of a family that the Church translates into active 

Catholic society.

This imperative of doing today and immediately is given by the needs, which are really great for
 those who can see them! One does not say to one who is hungry: come tomorrow or the day after 

tomorrow.

We must reassemble this order alive and throbbing. We must work

 today because tomorrow may be late. Times are serious, and wit

hout the solemnity being proclaimed, they can prove to be 

decisive. 

 

Let's look at not being found lazy, slow, riotous children of the

 Gospel and of the Church. Let everyone seek to be the faithful

who bring to the Church the efficient competition of adhesion, of

 speech, of help, and above all of action. This is, indeed, the 

formula that the Church wants to adopt today, and that the Lord,

 in his Spirit, wants to suggest for the salvation of the world: to

act so that Christ may be our Master and our Savior again

and again.

Editor's note: 
 

Frascati, Italy, is a small town on the outskirts of Rome, where relatives of the Pallotti family
resided. Thus, St. Vincent and his loved ones often spent their vacation months there. This homily
of the future St. Paul VI was given at the Chiesa del Gesù, where our holy Founder celebrated

his first Mass in 1818. 
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