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How can the Easter Triduum be meaningfully

celebrated?"

 
 

I thought to myself. Surely, in Rome I could have the possibility to

partake in the solemn celebrations at St. Peter’s Basilica with Pope

Francis, or other ornate churches that hold the precious relics of our

saints. However, it came to mind that in some way, I should live the

paschal mystery in a situation that actually corresponds to the suffering

and resurrection of Jesus. 

 

That place was Ukraine.
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We have a number of communities in this Baltic state, where the silent war with Russia continues to outlive

generations; young soldiers are still being killed, and families are still being orphaned. This long history of

suffering from Russian communism, world wars, and millions starving to death can be seen on the faces

bearing scars of pain. 

 

The world has almost gotten used to this situation, hence we can say our hearts have been stained with the

globalization of indifference towards the Ukrainian people. But God is not indifferent, and there is no better

time than our Easter journey towards the risen Lord for our own interior renewal of making our hearts like His;

filled with charity and faith, mercy and truth. 

 

Pope Francis gives three biblical passages to focus on in this interior voyage, one certainly not for the

weary! They are:

Pallottines, India

During my Easter Triduum at Kiev, the country’s capital, these verses held true. The people are simple, humble,

and prayed from their hearts. Looking at them, I was reminded of the verse of Jesus: “come to me, all who are

burdened, and I will give you rest.” If we let ourselves be touched by these sights and suffer with them, then

God’s love shines in our being.

“Christians are those who let God clothe them with Christ’s goodness

and mercy, so as to become, like Christ, servants of God & others. This is

seen in Holy Thursday's liturgy. Peter didn't want Jesus to wash his feet,

but came to realize that Jesus doesn’t wish to be an example of how we

should wash another’s feet. Only those who have first allowed Jesus to

wash their own feet can then offer this service to others” (Pope Francis).

 

Good Friday was all the more touching, when I visited our neighboring

communities & celebrated Mass with them. To “where is your brother,”

we must remember Jesus’ missionary mandate to us, & hence “in each of

our neighbors, we must see a brother and sister for whom Christ died

and rose again;" especially when it comes to the peripheries.

“if one member suffers, all suffer together”

(1 COR 12:26)

“where is your brother”

(GEN 4:9)

“make your hearts firm!”

(JAMES 5:8)

Easter Sunday, in a sense, was providential. It was in the city of Kiev that St. Vladimir was baptized by

missionaries from Constantinople in 988, and chose Christianity as the religion of his empire. And so this

country, while seemingly shrouded by the clouds of darkness, is never truly dark; for at its very depth there lies

the flame that ignited an entire country, Eastern Europe, and into Asia.
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Nevertheless, on the day when Jesus won victory over sin and death, there was the massive terrorist attack

in Sri Lanka, killing over 300 people. The feast of joy and light became the day of mourning for many. While

this act of violence shows the power of evil, the message of Easter is ever present. One who believes in

Jesus will never see death, but eternal life. 

 

The peripheries of war and violence continue to torment humanity, as it has been since the time of St.

Vladimir, to today’s attacks in Sri Lanka. In such moments, the celebration of the Paschal Triduum becomes

all the more significant and meaningful, especially when we are able to share the passion of people

carrying their daily crosses. Our accompaniment with a gracious heart will enable them to rise again, with

the hope and goodness of God, leaving behind the empty tomb.
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Using the words of the Holy Father in his Urbi et Orbi blessing, 

"May this Easter bring comfort to the people of the

eastern regions of Ukraine, who suffer from the

continuing conflict. May the Lord encourage initiatives of

humanitarian aid and those aimed at pursuing a lasting

peace…. “I also want to express my loving closeness to

the  [Sri Lankan] Christian community, targeted while

they were gathered in prayer, and all the victims of such

cruel violence… I entrust to the Lord all those who were

tragically killed and pray for the injured and all those

who are suffering as a result of this dramatic event.”
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