
WE ARE A MISSION 
B E  H O L Y  

V O L U M E  1  |  I S S U E   1 4   | 2 4   S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 8

www.WeAreAMission.org

MISSION SIBERIA: 
A PASSION FOR JESUS & A PASSION FOR HIS PEOPLE

Fr. Jacob Nampudakam SAC

THE VOYAGE OF TWO YOUNG PALLOTTINE MISSIONARIES 

Russians have a saying that there is no such thing as cold weather, only the wrong kind of
clothing.  The invasion of Russia during World War II, known as Operation Barbarossa,
began on June 22, 1941, and inevitably headed for a cold winter. Italian journalist Curzio
Malaparte recalled how he had watched the troops returning from the Eastern Front in his
novel, Kaputt: "The ghastly cold of that winter had the strangest consequences. Thousands
and thousands of soldiers had lost their limbs; thousands and thousands had lost their ears,
their noses … Many had lost their eyelids.” 
 
When Bishop Joseph Werth, SJ, of the Diocese of Transfiguration in Novosibirsk, Siberia,
Russia, approached me in January 2018 with the request to open a mission in his Diocese,
I could hardly believe it would be possible.  
 
Where could I find members, who know very well what awaited them in Siberia, to accept?
Though the Bishop joked that winter’s temperature will not be -30°C, but only -20°C, he
also added that there were thousands of Catholics waiting for a Shepherd. He nearly
pleaded with me for priests with pastoral service.  Fr.'s Siarhei Bildzis & Jan Qysocki SAC
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Bishop Werth’s request was forwarded to our
Annunciation of the Lord Province in Poland. The
challenge became anchored in the Provincial Rector’s
heart, and he soon proceeded to visit the Bishop, and
assess the situation in the proposed mission territory.  
 
God’s hand formed their discernment in accordance with
His will, and it did not take much time for them to decide
to venture into this Siberian Mission. In August 2018, the
Province’s first two young conferees departed! 200km
away in the city of Ekaterinimburg, they also find their
siblings in St. Vincent; the Pallottine Missionary Sisters. 
 

We are all familiar with extraordinary stories of Christian missionaries traveling to unknown lands and people preaching the
Good News! St. Francis Xavier died alone on the Sancian Island, with his gaze towards China. How many more men and
women have given their lives for the Gospel! To attain this zeal- of which all are called!- we need not look further than the great
St. Paul; whom no doubt will give us the courage and endurance to run this great race of faith.  
 
Is missionary zeal an old-fashioned topic? Is there any point in risking one’s life? Could not a well-developed website, or other
modern means of communication, do the same job without posing a threat? 

St. John Paul II exhorted that the Church must undertake a renewed
missionary commitment, in the conviction that missionary activity
revives the Church, revitalizes faith and Christian identity, and offers
fresh enthusiasm and incentive. Faith is strengthened when it is given
to others (cfr. Encyclical Letter Redemptoris Missio, 2). Likewise, this
is the reason Pope Francis challenges all communities to advance
along the path of pastoral and missionary conversion. We cannot
leave things as they are. Our Holy Father tells us that we need to be
“permanently in a state of mission.” 
 
Yes, this requires great sacrifice and great bravery. But if we ask our
Lord to open our hearts, our minds, and our ears, then these
remarkable words of Pope Francis will be our guide. 

“Let us not fear to undertake, with trust in God and
great courage a missionary option capable of
transforming everything, so that the Church’s

customs, ways of doing things, times and schedules,
language and structures can be suitably channeled for
the evangelization of today’s world rather than for her

self-preservation. The renewal of structures
demanded by pastoral conversion can only be

understood in this light: as part of an effort to make
them more mission-oriented, to make ordinary

pastoral activity on every level more inclusive and
open, to inspire in pastoral workers a constant desire
to go forth and in this way to elicit a positive response

from all those whom Jesus summons to friendship
with himself. As John Paul II told the Bishops of

Oceania, All renewal in the Church must have mission
as its goal if it is not to fall prey to a kind of ecclesial

introversion." 
Evangelii Gaudium (n.27)
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Mission, therefore, is “a passion for Jesus and a passion for his people” (Evangelii Gaudium  n. 268); and as such, Pope
Francis has declared October 2019 an Extraordinary Missionary Month.  
 
The passion of which we speak naturally flows out to fraternal charity, because true love by its very nature is self-giving. We
want our fellow human beings to enjoy the gift of divine life that we have been gratuitously given. Such a self-gift in favour of
the Gospel leads to lasting joy. 
 
The soldiers who went to war unprepared for facing Siberia’s deadly cold could not survive. However, the soldiers of Christ
go forth cloaked in the armour of faith and love; keeping them passionate and warm, surviving the onslaught of heavy winter.
Let us not forget the sacrifices awaiting our young men, and their valor in abandonment to Jesus.  
 
You, young missionaries, are an example to the youth today, even consecrated ones. Many are not too much used to the
way of sacrifice and the cross. Religious Congregations and the Church itself will become stagnant and begin its decay if
missionary zeal is lacking. Paradoxically, radical living of the Gospel, in acceptance of all the sacrifices involved, is the only
way to life and lasting joy!  
 

Surely, to leave the safety of our harbor renders life’s greatest challenge. But as St. Therese of Lisieux reminds us,


