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Fr .  Peter  celebrates  50  years  a  priest ,

Pallottines  & Integral  Human
Development  through  sports ,  our  Lenten
journey  around  the  world ,  & more !



THIS ISSUE IS
DEDICATED TO FR.

PETER STICCO SAC-

HE WHO MAKES
THIS MISSION
POSSIBLE-  ON THE
50TH ANNIVERSARY
OF HIS PRIESTLY
ORDINATION! 

...#FATHERPETERDAY!

#EVERYDAYSHOULDBE...
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A GOOD
SHEPHERD

Fr. Peter Sticco celebrated the 50th anniversary of

his Ordination to the priesthood on April 7, 2019. Our

Lady of Grace Parish in Fairview, New Jersey, is

extremely blessed to have him as our priest. Father

does it all in the school, church, and community

without any question or complaint. He is truly a

model of our Founder,  St. Vincent Pallotti, who said

“Remember, that the Christian life is one of action;

not one of speech and daydreams. Let there be few

words and many deeds and let them be done well.”

Fr. Peter you are our mentor and leader. Your YCT

family loves you so much, and are ever appreciative

of everything you do for us. Thank you for your

ongoing love and support, and may God continue to

bless you!

Written by  CHRISTINA MONTEMURRO

Provincial Fr. Peter Sticco

celebrates 50 years a priest

Congrats!



Fr. Peter, here are some words from your youth,
and why you inspire them. 

“Fr. Peter, you
inspire me to try

my best in
everything I do.”

“Father inspires me to
do good and to imitate
the priest of good faith
and saints that come
before them. I always

try to follow by his
example.”

“Father Peter has inspired
me to continue loving

myself as a person and
spiritually. I’m happy that

I’ve met him, and I’ll
forever appreciate him

for welcoming me into the
family.”

“Fr. Peter has always been
a positive encouragement
in my life; pushing me to
achieve what I felt was

the impossible. He
believed in me and helped

open the door to my
current career as a

teacher.”



"Fr. Peter has shown me how helping our neighbors is one
of the most rewarding gifts we could ever receive"

“Father Peter has
inspired me to do good
deeds. He always said

to me that if you do
one thing that God will

always give you
something back.”

“Father Peter is
responsible and knows
how to handle tough
and rowdy situations,

usually with teens,
making him a perfect
figure that I’m inspired
by for responsibility.”

“Fr. Peter has inspired me
to travel around to serve in
underserved communities.
He has allowed me many
opportunities to develop
leadership skills and use

those skills to assist those
in need, which I aspire to

do every day!”

“Thank you, Father,
for your constant

love and support!!!
You’ve helped my

mom and I so much
and we’re so blessed

to have you in our
life. Thanks!!”



“Father Peter inspires me to always make time for the
things that matter. He never tires, and makes me realize

we’re never “too busy” for what’s important.”

“Father Peter has taught me
the importance of serving

others. Through soup
kitchen volunteer work,
senior citizen picnics, or
offering the homeless a

meal he has shown me how
helping our neighbors is one
of the most rewarding gifts

we could ever receive.”

“Fr. Peter has
inspired me to be a

good person,
because he has
always shown

kindness not only to
me, but others as

well.”

“Father Peter is a
true inspiration to all
in the community. He
lives every day acting
out the mission of St.
Vincent Pallotti. He is

the modern day
Pallotti!!”

“Fr. Peter has
inspired me to keep
my connection with
God and my church
community strong. In
times of need, I know

they will both be
there for me.”



Thanks, Fr. Peter!
 “Father Peter is an

inspiration because of
the way that he cares for

other people, whether
they are well-known, or
complete strangers.  It

brings him so much joy to
see the people around
him happy, and he... 

...constantly puts the
needs of others before
his own.  I admire the

way that he reaches out
to young people in the

community and strives to
keep them connected

with and involved in the
Church...

...His support within
the school and parish

communities is
unwavering.  This is
what will keep the
Catholic Church

thriving for many years
to come.”

"Fr. Peter is
the reason
I'm living my

dream."



Fr. Peter is a zealous pastor,
a tireless worker, and a
great missionary who loves
God’s people, especially the
children. 
 
I have personally witnessed
his passion for the Gospel,
animated by such a spirit of
love that there is no
obstacle in service of God
and His people Fr. Peter will
not surpass. He is constantly
encouraging me in all my
works. 
 
So, too, has he made many
children smile again. 
Fr. Jacob Nampudakam SAC 

Fr. Peter believed in my dream; the dream of going up to God,
& down to our brothers & sisters, so to set out on our mission
to love as Jesus loved, especially when it comes to loving the
poor. Never once did my youth hinder him, but rather, his faith
and confidence turned a dream to life, walking along a
horizion we never imagined.  

Jules
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WE ARE A MISSION

#PALLOTTIRUNNING

ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF PEOPLES
THROUGH SPORTS & PEACE



PALLOTTI:
147KM OF
INTERNATIONAL
RACES, 1 YEAR

Lace up and go; for do or do not, there is no try!  
 

Gracious and fierce; two paradoxical

imperatives that embody a true, virtuous

Christian athlete. Sport, as Pope Pius XII says,

"develops character, makes a man

courageous, a generous loser, a gracious

victor; it refines the senses, gives intellectual

penetration, and steels the will to endurance."  

 

Its glories do not arise after instant

gratification,  but rather after one has

emptied themselves completely to God's will;

understanding that the greater the

impossibility, the greater the victory.  

"Athletic competition develops
some of the noblest qualities and
talents in people. They must learn
the secret of their own bodies, their
strengths and weaknesses, their
struggles and breaking points. They
must develop the capacity to
concentrate and the habit of self-
discipline through long hours of
exercise and fatigue as they learn
to take account of their own strength.
They must also learn how to preserve
energy for the final moment when
victory will depend upon a burst of
speed or a last push of strength."

St. John Paul II

A note from the editor...



 In 364 days, St. Vincent & We Are A Mission

ran 3 marathons, as well as Rome/Vatican

City's Half Marathon for Peace; logging

147km for the greater glory of God. 

 

And just as Pallotti runs the globe, so, too, do

his children make their mark on the fields, the

courts, the pools, & the tracks.  Because for

development to be real, it must be integral; it

must encompass more than economics, but

rather something that gives man his dignity.

Rightly so, then, the boldness of integrality

demands athletes of Christ! 

 

Here are some of the top quotes from our

Pope present- and popes past!- on the

importance of the game greater than the

World Cup, accompanied by our international

team of champions! 

"Jesus offers us something bigger
than the World Cup! Jesus offers us
the possibility of a fruitful life, a life of
happiness; he also offers us a future
with him, an endless future, in eternal
life. But he asks that we train
ourselves “to get in shape”, so that
we can face every situation in life
undaunted, bearing witness to our
faith, by talking with him in prayer.
This is training in the path of being
missionary disciples. Dear young
people, be true “athletes of Christ”!

Pope Francis 

“Every Christian is called to become
a strong athlete of Christ, that is, a
faithful and courageous witness
to his Gospel.  But to succeed in
this, he must persevere in prayer,
be trained in virtue and follow the
divine Master in everything.”

St. John Paul II 

Cuba

USA

Brazil



 “There is not a better school for
teaching fairness than the
exercise of sport for it despises any
attempt of cheating as
unsportsmanlike. And what asceticism!
What an antidote against laziness,
indolence and idleness. There is no
teacher more demanding than
that of sport! How much discipline,
how much sacrifice, how much self
dominion, courage, and tenacity is
required!”

"Fair play, which forbids resorting to
subterfuges, docility and obedience
to the wise directions of whoever is
guiding the team exercise, a spirit of
self-denial when it is necessary to
stay on the sidelines for the good of
one's "colours', fidelity to one's
commitments, modesty in triumphs,
generosity towards the defeated,
serenity in misfortune, patience
with a not always fair audience,
justice, if competitive sport is linked
to freely negotiated financial interests,
and, in general, chastity and
temperance already recommended by
the ancients themselves"

Pope Pius XII

USA

Poland

Rwanda

St. Paul VI

(On Virtues...)

“Sport trains body and spirit for
perseverance, effort, courage,
balance, sacrifice, honesty, friendship
and collaboration.”

St. John Paul II
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"Because by your Holy Cross,
You redeemed the world" 



A Pallottine
Journey to
the Risen
Lord

Lord, Father of mercy, we have accompanied
your Son on his Way of the Cross: the way he
wanted to walk in order to show us how much
you love us and how much you care about our
lives.
 
The way of Jesus leading to Calvary is a way of
suffering and solitude that continues in our own
time.  He walks and suffers in all those faces hurt
by the complacent and anesthetizing
indifference of our society that consumes and is
consumed, that ignores and is ignorant, blind to
the pain of our brothers and sisters.
 
Lord, we too, your friends, have given in to
apathy and inaction. All too often, we  have
ended up going along with the crowd, and this
has paralyzed us.  It has been hard to see you in
our suffering brothers and sisters.  We have
looked away in order not to see; we have taken
refuge in noise in order not to hear; we have
covered our mouths in order not to cry out.

Around the Pallottine around, our brothers and
sisters renew and sow hope and faith, grace
and joy, as we await the resurrection of the
Lord. 
 
As Stations of the Cross is a tradition held by
many on Fridays during Lent, encompassing
Pope Francis' reflections are photos from St.
Vincent's family across the globe. 

Burkina Faso

Ukraine

Cuba

Pope Francis' 
Way of the Cross

Source: www.Vatican.va
WYD, Panama City, Panama



Sri Lanka

Australia

Peru

The temptation is always the same.  It is easier
and “it pays” to be friends in triumphs and in
glory, in success and applause; it is easier to be
around someone who is considered popular and a
winner.
 
How easy it is to fall into a culture of bullying,
harassment and intimidation. It is not like that for
you, Lord: on the cross, you identified yourself
with all those who suffer, with all those who feel
forgotten.
 
It is not like that for you, Lord: because you
wanted to embrace all those whom we so often
consider unworthy of an embrace, a caress, a
blessing; or, worse yet, do not even realize that
they need it.
 
It is not like that for you, Lord: on the cross, you
accompany the way of the cross of every young
person, of every situation, in order to turn it into
a way of resurrection.
 
Father, today your Son’s way of the cross continues:
in the muffled cry of children kept from being born
and of so many others denied the right to a
childhood, a family, an education, or to be able to
play, sing or dream…
 
in women who are mistreated, exploited and
abandoned, stripped of their dignity and treated as
nothing...
 
in the saddened eyes of young people who see their
hopes for the future snatched away for lack of
education and dignified work...
 
in the anguish of young faces, our friends, who fall
into the snares of unscrupulous people – including
people who claim to be serving you, Lord – snares of
exploitation, criminal activity, and abuse which feed
on their lives. 
 
Your Son’s way of the cross continues in all those
young people and families who, caught up in a
spiral of death as a result of drugs, alcohol,
prostitution and human trafficking, are deprived 



Italy

Taiwan

not only of a future but also of a present.  Just as
they divided your garments, Lord, their dignity is
divided and mistreated.
 
Your Son’s way of the cross continues in those
young people with downcast faces who have lost
the ability to dream, create and shape their
future, and have already chosen to “retire” in
glum resignation or complacency, one of the
narcotics most consumed in our time.
 
It continues in the quiet and anger-filled pain of
those who, instead of solidarity from an opulent
society, encounter rejection, sorrow and misery,
and are singled out and treated as responsible for
all society’s ills.
 
It continues in the despairing solitude of the
discarded and abandoned elderly.
It continues in the indigenous peoples whom
others strip of their lands, roots and culture,
ignoring and silencing the great wisdom that they
can bring.
 
Your Son’s way of the cross continues in the plea
of our mother earth, profoundly wounded by the
pollution of her skies, the barrenness of her fields,
the contamination of her waters, trampled
underfoot by disregard and a fury of consumption
beyond all reason.
 
It is prolonged in a society that has lost the ability
to weep and to be moved by suffering.
 
Yes, Father, Jesus keeps walking, carrying his
cross and suffering in all these faces, while an
uncaring world is caught up in the drama of its
own frivolity.
 
And we, Lord, what are we to do?
 
How are we to react to Jesus as he suffers,
travels, emigrates in the faces of many our
friends, or of all those strangers that we have
learned to make invisible? And we, Father of
mercy, do we console and accompany the Lord,
helpless and suffering in the poorest and most 



Ukraine

India

Ukraine

most abandoned of our brothers and sisters? do
we help carry the burden of the cross, like Simon
of Cyrene, by being peacemakers, builders of
bridges, a leaven of fraternity? do we remain, like
Mary, at the foot of the cross?
 
Let us look to Mary, woman of strength.  From her
let us learn how to stand beneath the cross with
her same determination and courage, without
evasions or illusions.  She accompanied the
suffering of her Son, your Son; she supported him
by her gaze and protected him with her heart. 
She shared his suffering, yet was not
overwhelmed by it.  She was the woman of
strength who uttered her “yes”, who supports and
accompanies, protects and embraces.  She is the
great guardian of hope.
 
We too want to be a Church that supports and
accompanies, that is able to say, “Here I am!” in
the lives and amid the crosses of all those Christs
who walk by our side.
 
From Mary we learn how to say “yes” to the
patience and perseverance of the many mothers,
fathers and grandparents who never cease to
support and accompany their children and
grandchildren in trouble.
 
From her we learn how to say “yes” to the
stubborn endurance and creativity of those who,
undaunted, are ready to start over again in
situations where everything appears to be lost, in
an effort to create spaces, homes and centres of
care that can be an outstretched hand to all those
in difficulty.
 
In Mary, we learn the strength to be able to say
“yes” to those who have refused to remain silent
in the face of a culture of mistreatment and
abuse, disparagement and aggression, and who
work to provide opportunities and to create an
atmosphere and accompanies, that is able to say,
“Here I am!” in the lives and amid the crosses of
all those Christs who walk by our side.
 
From Mary we learn how to say “yes” to the 



USA

Siberia

Cuba

mothers, fathers and grandparents who never
cease to support and accompany their children
and grandchildren in trouble.
 
From her we learn how to say “yes” to the
stubborn endurance and creativity of those who,
undaunted, are ready to start over again in
situations where everything appears to be lost, in
an effort to create spaces, homes and centres of
care that can be an outstretched hand to all those
in difficulty.
 
In Mary, we learn the strength to be able to say
“yes” to those who have refused to remain silent
in the face of a culture of mistreatment and
abuse, disparagement and aggression, and who
work to provide opportunities and to create an
atmosphere of safety and protection. In Mary, we
learn how to welcome and take in all those
abandoned, and forced to leave or lose their land,
their roots, their families and their work. Like
Mary, we want to be a Church that fosters a
culture that welcomes, protects, promotes and
integrates; that does not stigmatize, much less
indulge in a senseless and irresponsible
condemnation of every immigrant as a threat to
society.
 
From her we want to learn to stand beneath the
cross, not with hearts tightly shut, but with hearts
that can accompany, that feel tenderness and
devotion, that show mercy and treat others with
respect, sensitivity and understanding.  We want
to be a Church of memory, which appreciates and
respects the elderly and gives them their rightful
place. Like Mary we want to learn what it means
to “stand”.
 
Lord, teach us to stand at the foot of every cross. 
Open our eyes and hearts, and rescue us from
paralysis and uncertainty, from fear and
desperation.  Teach us to say: Here I stand,
alongside your Son, alongside Mary and all those
beloved disciples who desire to welcome your
Kingdom into their heart. 



CHRISTUS
VIVIT!

Pope Francis' Post- Synodal
Exhortation to the youth, and to all

the people of God.

20

For 25 days in October, Pope Francis
convened with the world's youth for the
Synod on Young People, Faith, & Vocational
Discernment. 
 
With tender love he encouraged them to make
their dreams life; with humility he listened to
their disheartenment regarding the recent
scandals; and with holy faith he taught them
to believe that they are not the Church's
tomorrow, but her today. 
 
He inspired all to keep running the race,
"outstripping all those who are slow or fearful.
Keep running, “attracted by the face of
Christ, whom we love so much, whom we
adore in the Holy Eucharist and acknowledge
in the flesh of our suffering brothers and
sisters." 
 
 

"The very first truth I would
tell each of you is this: 

“God loves you”. It makes no
difference whether you

have already heard it or not. 
I want to remind you of it.

God loves you."
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That the Holy Spirit will be the wind at their
backs, and when it takes us them to where
the rest have not yet reached, to have the
patience to wait. 
 
Now, 5 months after its conclusion on April 2,
he published the exhortation "Christus Vivit,"
"Christ is alive!", addressed to the youth and
all of God's people. We Are A Mission
attended its release at the Holy See Press
Office, where it was presented by His
Eminence Cardinal Lorenzo Baldisseri, as well
as four other speakers. 
 
So, too, is the date special and not perchance.
It marked the 14th anniversary of the death of
St. John Paul II; the pope of all things, for all
people, most especially the youth. 
 
May Our Lady of Loreto- to whom the
document is entrusted- St. Joseph, and all the
saints on high guide our youth in the victory of
the imperishable crown. 
 
Read the exhortation on our Pope Francis
portal, here!

At the Holy See Press Release

https://www.weareamission.org/popefrancis


Poland's
Vigil of the

Youth 



Our Lady of Czestochowa

At the Jasna Góra Monastery, home to one of our faith's most
precious treasures - Our Lady of Częstochowa- , the Pallottines held
a meeting of the youth who have completed high school. It invited
students to break away from life's fast pace, so as to hear the call of
our journey as missionary disciples. 

Fr. Rafal Czekalewski SAC



"C O M E  T O  M E "

3  C O N T I N E N T S ,  2 7 3  W E D D I N G S ,  1  F I R S T

C O M M U N I O N ,  &  C O N F I R M A T I O N

"The  sacraments  are

Jesus  Christ 's

presence  in  us"

Pope  Francis  

'Tis  the  season  of  Lent !  Across  our  mission

stat ions ,  Fr .  Darius  Sala  (Burkina  Faso )

witnessed  the  weddings  of  260  couples ,  Fr .

John  Welos  (Malawi )  married  13  couples ,  Fr .

Syesh  George  ( India )  administered  First  Holy

Communion ,  &  Fr .  Brenand  McCarr ick  (USA )

celebrated  Confirmation .  

21
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Be medicine for the sick, food for the

hungry, consolation for the weeping,

so our holy Founder would say.

Students from  St. Vincent Pallotti

Nursery and Primary School in Kigali,

Rwanda, were  spearheaded a day of

service for the city’s most needy at a

nearby hospital. Accompanied by

their teachers, our young friends lived

in flesh the words of Pope Francis’

recently released exhortation to the

youth.

“Certainly, as members of the Church, we

should not stand apart from others. All

should regard us as friends and

neighbours, like the apostles, who

“enjoyed the good will of all the people”

(Acts 2:47; cf. 4:21.33; 5:13). Yet at the same

time we must dare to be different, to

point to ideals other than those of this

world, testifying to the beauty of

generosity, service, purity, perseverance,

forgiveness, fidelity to our personal

vocation, prayer, the pursuit of justice and

the common good, love for the poor, and

social friendship.”

 

St. Vincent Pallotti, guard your youth on

high! 
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R W A N D A :  T E S T I F Y I N G

T H E  B E A U T Y  O F  S E R V I C E

Photos: Sr. Marie, School Principle



S U R V I V I N G

OUR  F I R S T

S I B E R I A N

W I N T E R !

P a l l o t t i n e   m i s s i o n a r i e s  F r .  J a n  &  F r .  S i a r h e i  s u r v i v e  t h e i r

f i r s t  S i b e r i a n  W i n t e r ;  r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  c h a p e l ,  &  f i n d i n g

t h e i r  h e a r t s  i n  a  d i s t a n t  l a n d .  
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VISITING
IRELAND
8  APRIL  2019  •  SHANKILL ,  DUBL IN ,

IRELAND

On  Apr i l  8 ,  one  group  o f  I r e l and ' s

Un ion  o f  Catho l i c  Apos to l a te  met

wi th  i t s  Ecc le s i a s t i ca l  Ass i s t an t ,

Recto r  Genera l  F r .  Jacob

Nampudakam .  The  meet ing  i s  par t

o f  a  week - l ong  V i s i t a t i on  by  the

Pa l l o t t i ne  Genera l  &  V ice  Genera l .  
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Let courage

lighten your step

& quicken your

pace, in the way

that leads to

everlasting

glory!
St. Vincent Pallotti

www.weareamission.org

http://www.facebook.com/weareamission
http://www.twitter.com/weareamission
http://www.weareamission.org/

