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In pursuit of living with the spirit of the Gospel in the
peripheries, I made visitation to the French missions of
the Society in Hong Kong and Vietnam from 14 to 26 June
2018. Part of the Mercy of God Region, our presence in
these countries is only three years old.  

In Hong Kong, Fr. Remy Kurowski offers pastoral service
to the French speaking community.  

In the Archdiocese of Saigon, Vietnam, Fr. Adam Galaska
is shepherding the first two Vietnamese vocations to the
Society, so that- God willing- they may become the rocks
on which the Pallottine Society is built.  
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The trials that our missionaries bear are not few; there are
moments of solitude, shortage of members, and lack of
financial resources. Yet these men- in the advancement of
God’s mission- prove that the paradox is this: the harder the
demands of life in service of God and His People, the
greater is the joy of the Gospel! 

Mission work is an incarnational event; a work of the Infinite
Love and Mercy of God. It means to meet the people; to
delight in their joys, to suffer in their sorrows, and to offer
them what the Lord promises all: the hope, love and life of
the Gospel.  

I traveled around the city of Saigon on a scooter driven by
Fr. Adam, instead of a spacious and costly car. On all sides,
we were shoulder to shoulder with other motor bikes
carrying two or three persons, and often times many other
materials.    

Building up a mission from its foundation involves many
courageous sacrifices. In the missions, we will understand
what it means to get out of our comfort zone.  

In such situations, we realise how much time, energy and
money we spend for administrative and organization
matters. But it is the mission where we deal with human life
in flesh and blood, rather than describing it in a document.  

Jesus Himself “went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of
the kingdom … When He saw the crowds, He was moved with compassion for them” (Matthew 9:35, 36).  

And when He saw they were hungry, he took the 5 loaves and 2 small fish, multiplied it for 5,000 persons, and
left the twelve baskets full (John 6).  

This is the work of the mission. This is the joy of the mission. In serving God’s people with the strength of His
son’s tenderness, He will reward us in a hundredfold.
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Before concluding, I wish to pose two issues
which perhaps many Religious Congregations
face today. 

First, these two missionary presences were
established by one of our entities with very few
members, especially young members. When the
request for Vietnam was received, the youngest
two men chose to depart for this distant shore,
leaving behind their elder confreres. Naturally, it
was annoying for some.  

Of these two, one later left the mission and
returned to Europe, leaving his companion alone
with two candidates. This situation only
heightened the insecure feelings toward the
mission’s future: is it worth taking such risks, or
would it have been better for these young men to
find a secure parish in their home country, and
work there peacefully? 

A second issue is this: should we have looked for local vocations? Would it have been better to
continue to offer pastoral service to the Local Church? Should we take all the pains to find
young vocations and form them, investing so much energy, time and money?  

In response to the first question, my answer is very clear: the history of each missionary effort-
including that of the first apostles of Jesus- shows that the work of God cannot be accomplished
without hardships, trials and toils. We need not look any further than the greatest missionary,
St.Paul himself; “for all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive
the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the spirit of sonship.” May we
use this Spirit- ever alert in us- to ask the Lord to conquer any uncertainty. 

Most often, it is only one or two members from our Congregation that leave for a distant land.
Then, over the years, we have a strong Province in that country and our charism becomes
deeply implanted. If indeed it is God’s work, regardless of the struggles, it will succeed because
the Lord is its author.  

With regards to the second question, I do believe, sooner or later, if we do not look for local
vocations- giving them a solid formation in the Institute’s spirit and charism- there will be very
little future as far as the founding of the Institute in the Local Church is concerned.   

There was a time when some might have thought that they could bring missionaries from their
home country endlessly, hence no attention was paid to local vocations. A certainty of an
unending supply of missionaries from any country is just an illusion.  

We can serve the Local Church in a particular country without the intention to establish our
Institute; that is fine as well. But it should be a conscious choice made for the good of the
Church. Moreover, stably establishing our Institutes to offer its charism is a matter of justice and
prudence; unless a particular Institute defines it differently.  

In short, regardless of all the insecurities we may face in our new missions, let us seek first
God’s Kingdom and its righteousness.  
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As I sit here scribbling these lines in our rented house in
Saigon, if at all I have to worry, it should be about the
worries that arise from mere human considerations. In this
southern part of Vietnam, there is an abundance of
beautiful flowers and fruits; not even Solomon could have
created such splendor! “If a little flower could speak, it
seems to me that it would tell us quite simply all that God
has done for it, without hiding any of its gifts” (St. Therese
of Lisieux).  

As it be so, then as His children our trust must be infinitely
greater. Lift up the anchor and sail in self-surrender,
“Religious heart, knowing that God knows no measure.
Measurement is set only by the limitations of the creature.
Therefore: may your hunger be great and may your thirst to
advance in holiness be ardent. Have no doubt: God will
satisfy you” (St. Vincent Pallotti).  
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