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“This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him” 

Psalms 34:6 

 This is the theme that Pope Francis has chosen for the second World Day of the Poor, a 

spiritually inspired initiative he declared at the conclusion of the 2016 Jubilee Year of Mercy. It 

falls on the Sunday before the Feast of Christ the King; a King whom identified with the poor, 

the suffering, and the sick,  and who will one day judge us on our mercy. (cf. Mt 25:31-46). 

 

In preparation for the event, Pope Francis published a letter on 13 June, the Feast of St. Anthony 

of Padua, a Saint both well known for his love for the Word of God and the poor. 

 

“I invite my brother bishops, priests, and especially deacons, who have received the laying on of 

hands for the service of the poor (cf. Acts 6:1-7), as well as religious and all those lay faithful – 

men and women – who in parishes, associations and ecclesial movements make tangible the  
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Church’s response to the cry of the poor, to experience this World Day as a 

privileged moment of new evangelization. The poor evangelize us and help 

us each day to discover the beauty of the Gospel. Let us not squander this 

grace-filled opportunity. On this day, may all of us feel that we are in debt 

to the poor, because, in hands outstretched to one another, a salvific 

encounter can take place to strengthen our faith, inspire our charity and 

enable our hope to advance securely on our path towards the Lord who is to 

come”. 

 

 

To make proof of this love is by action, and God asks you to respond in 

simplicity. Both for an ordinary person and a saint, the road to action is 

walked along by small gestures. Make a sandwich for the homeless person 

you see each day en route to work, or, if it is cold, purchase them a coffee. 

Even if we have no money in our pocket to offer, but can afford 30 seconds 

 

 

We are called to make our response to the poor 

tangible. I remember listening to Mother Teresa 

speaking in the city square of Goa, India, in the 

1980s. Holding the Rosary in her hands, she said 

simply: “God so loved the world that He sent His 

only Son Jesus Christ.” In fact, love is our mission! 

Since God is love, those who abide in God will 

communicate and live in love; that love that is 

God. Love is life-giving. 

of our time to give them a drop of humanity in the midst of a city street, that is equally enough. If we can, dare to be radical. 

If you do not outstretch your arms to the needy, to the elderly, to the suffering, then that goodness stays closed. But when you 

open them, you outstretch your arms to embrace the wounded Christ.  

Thus, we must also be capable of identifying and responding 

to the poor’s cry. The cry of the poor is a profound expression. 

Amidst all of the noises around us, it really needs an attuned 

and compassionate heart in order to be able to hear their 

cries. 

 

Pope Francis also adds that World Day of the Poor is a 

privileged moment of new evangelization. It is the poor who 

evangelizes us, and helps us discover the Gospel’s beauty. It is 

an amazing statement to reflect upon. They are our key to the 

Narrow door, and if we do not meet them face to face, God 

will never place the key in our hand. To serve them is to serve 

Christ, strengthening our faith and rekindling our charity. 

 

We might wonder why Pope Francis insists so much on 

concrete works of charity to the poor. Such an insistence 

might even annoy some persons who are not used to coming 

down to the level of “touching the flesh of Christ.” It is one 

thing to sit in an air-conditioned room talking about theology, 

it is totally another thing to participate in the life-giving, 

saving mission of Jesus Christ of feeding the hungry, healing 

the sick, and raising the dead to live. This is the mission of 

Jesus Christ. The Gospel has a simple message, and it will 

touch the hearts of people when we maintain that simplicity.  

Pallottines, Peru

Pallottines, India
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Let me conclude with this very touching experience 

that I had in 2016. While visiting our confreres in 

Goma, Congo DR, somebody told me about a 

religious sister who was looking after poor and orphan 

children. As we know, this part of the huge country of 

the Democratic Republic of Congo is constantly 

affected by war and violence. I paid a visit to this 

sister and her work of charity. I found her with about a 

hundred kids in the hardest living conditions. On 

enquiring about their needs, the sister said: 

There were the kids sitting around a plate and eating some rice. Such sights really provoke my conscience. These kids have also 

the right for the fruits of the earth like anybody else! God inspired me to ask for some financial help from the Pallottines in 

Australia for these little ones. I think even today, the Australians continue to regularly send a certain amount of money for this 

project for the children. What was even more beautiful was that the school children in Australia collected funds for these 

needy kids in the distant country in Africa. While the natural treasures of Congo DR are being stolen by the most powerful ones, 

these kids fight for survival. This is the irony. 

 

 “Father, it is really hard. We can hardly afford to 

give an egg or piece of meat to these kids”. 

None of us will be able to wipe away all the tears from the face of the needy children around the world. But each one of us 

can “make a child smile again”, if we really try. This was what one of our priests did for a child in Rwanda. Somebody left a 

baby girl in the Church and ran away. The confreres were left with a tiny, crying baby. They took care of the child with the help 

of a woman. She was then adopted by one of our priests in Europe. He sends regularly something like euro 25 every month for 

the child and the woman taking care of her. I happened to witness the meeting of this priest and the little child in Rwanda in 

October 2018. The kid was shy but my confrere was beaming with joy. He made the difference in the life of one kid. He made 

her smile again. This is life-giving mission. This is the true way of celebrating the World Day of the Poor. The celebration must 

start with the confession of our own poverty before God. Such a humility will make us more human and when we are genuinely 

human, we will be holy. 

Humility, Humanity, Holiness: the 3 Hs that can do miracles in our lives. 

 

 
Wish you the blessings of the World Day of the Poor. When the poor man calls, God hears him, for sure. That is why Jesus said: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of God” (Matthew 5:3). 

Pallottines, Malawi

Fr. Jacob saluting the little ones  of Congo
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