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“Young people listening to me, answer the Lord with strong and

generous hearts! He is counting on you. Never forget: Christ needs
you to carry out his plan of salvation! Christ needs your youth and

your generous enthusiasm to make his proclamation of joy resound
in the new millennium. Answer his call by placing your lives at his

service in your brothers and sisters! Trust Christ, because he trusts
you.” 

St. John Paul II 

The minute we say “yes” to being a missionary for Jesus, is the
minute our lives change. All have received this invitation from
Him, but today’s society entices us to turn it down; seek power,
not justice, seek comfort, not radicality. 
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When we do accept, others might not
understand; why would one choose to walk an
unknown path? But for those that have said
“yes,” the answer is very clear: “it is Jesus that
you seek when you dream of happiness; He is
waiting for you when nothing else satisfies you;
He is the beauty to which you are so attracted;
it is He who provokes you with that thirst for
fullness that will not settle for compromise; it is
He who urges you to shed the masks of a false
life; it is He who reads in your hearts your most
genuine choices, the choices that others try to
stifle” (St. John Paul II).  
 
Throughout my travels, I have seen this first- 
hand among young people engaged in life-changing, international missionary experiences. These men and women
from first-world nations traverse through cultural lines to countries such as India, Cameroon, Peru, and Bolivia. They
are prepared before departing, both medically and culturally, so as to assimilate more naturally. Yet regardless of
their situation’s difficulty, the joy they give is equally reciprocated back to the youthful missionary’s heart. This is the
happiness of living as Jesus of the Gospel; the only life we are called to follow.  

\

I once asked a girl in Tanzania, “are you homesick?” She replied, “No. The Church is my home.” This profound,
simple response is also the reason why Pope Francis insists on moving out. A Church that is bruised and wounded
with humanity; not merely covering it with a band-aid, but living the beatitudes so it may heal. 
 
 The beatitudes are a matter of being; of being present, of helping, of love. The youth is only taught this through
missionary experiences: that genuine happiness occurs when you give your life in service to humanity, when you
heal the pain of others, when you make a child smile! Genuine growth is when the youth become exposed to these
difficult situations- which is really the majority of the world- and understand that there is a different way of living, a
different way of facing challenges. They return to the essentials of life, they get rid of superficiality. 
 
 
This is the exact pulse of our holy Founder: make young people apostles!
Jesus’ last words in the Gospel of St. Mark entrust us with forming the youth
in this way: “Go out to the whole world; proclaim the Good News to all
creation." And the fruit in which we receive in doing this is pure joy.  
 
Young people are willing to go, their excitement sends them forth without  
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fear. As their Shepherds, we must capture this adventurous spirit, and give them an opportunity to embark on a
mission. Not so that they may all become missionaries, but- as St. Vincent Pallotti would say- to always maintain
a missionary fire in their hearts whatever their vocation; be it a teacher, a doctor, a lawyer.  
 

\

So to our young friends: do not delay when Jesus wishes to meet you at the dock of his boat! Sail to a different
shore with him, in which you “seek justice, correct oppression; defend the fatherless, and plead for the widow”
(Is 1:17). We as your elders are proudly cheering you on! 
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