
WE ARE A MISSION 
B E  H O L Y !

V O L U M E  1  •  I S S U E  2 4  •  1  A P R I L  2 0 1 9

The Little Ways of God 

www.WeAreAMission.org

Finding Lenten hope in Zambia
Fr. Jacob Nampudakam SAC 

Rediscovering our simplicity- by leaving behind what 

attaches us to earth- is a sure way to make our Lenten 

journey transcend in both body and spirit. During these 

40 days of sacrifice, empty yourself and be holy; in 

giving ourselves fully to God, we can renew our 

baptismal promise to rise again with Christ on Easter 

Sunday.

 

Through detachment and abandonment, we not only are 

aware of our moral surroundings and the world’s 

injustices, but we find the little ways of God in all things. 

In light of Lent, I would like to share three experiences 

from my Zambian visitation last December that 

exemplifies the glory of Our Lord in the small things.
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During my week-long stay, the “Rise and Shine Faith Camp” was organized for 600 children from St. Michael’s Parish. All came with 

small bags, mats, and blankets, paying only $1 to attend. The parishioners donated maze, meat, eggs, and vegetables to feed them. 

Like the miracle of the multiplication of the loaves, trust in divine providence proved right: nothing was wanting. They had everything.

 

While the children’s stomachs were happy, so, too, were their spirits! How glad they were to pray, play, and learn together! They were 

happy with the minimum, and it’s why they are blessed. This is the mission for all of us: to make these children smile again through 

humanity and faith in divine providence. Here is where our strength lies.

Another experience was my visit to one of the parish’s outstations. The locals are building a community dedicated to our Founder, St. 

Vincent Pallotti. Standing amidst the flat African terrain is a small chapel made of mud bricks, whose altar is partially collapsed due 

to rainstorms. Just as God told St. Francis of Assisi to rebuild His church, we, too, must build up our new community's faith and Church.

 

People have to be taught the sign of the Cross. As Pope Francis says, “it’s the badge that shows who we are: our speaking, 

thinking, looking, and working under the sign of the cross is the love of Jesus to the end. It tells ourselves and others who we 

belong to, who we want to be.” This is the simple answer to why we undergo these troubles: God’s people are waiting. They need us!

Pallottines, India
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The third experience came from a dispensary we're running together with the Pallottine Missionary Sisters. It has become a lifesaving 

medical unit for the nearby villages, seeing 1,000 patients in its first 6 months. Yet they have just one trained sister from Tanzania, with 

no doctor or laboratory on site. And this simple Sister manages to help save hundreds of lives, especially from Malaria and Cholera. 

Perhaps her trust and commitment to God as a religious sister adds to her healing power. 

 

This is mission. There are no theoretical questions here. We might find so many shortcomings in our missiological approach, and the 

services offered may not be the most perfect. But they give a community and a new generation hope, the same steadfast hope that 

we embark upon during Lent as we await the Risen Christ.

The children will never forget their experience for the rest of their lives. We will have a small church building that will protect the 

people from rain and sun, where St. Vincent Pallotti will be honored in this Church, just as he is in our beautiful Roman Church, Ss. 

Salvatore in Onda.

 

The Sister will continue to work with a crowd of people waiting under the sun since the dispensary is only big enough to take in a 

maximum of 5 people at a time. Perhaps this little dispensary will save more lives than modern hospitals. This is the paradox of the 

Gospel. This is also the mystery of incarnation. The Son of God being born in a manger and becoming the Saviour of the human 

race. Our God is a God of surprises.

Pallottines, Malawi
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